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STAFF 

December,  1935, 

The  following  particulars  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  request 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

J.  F.  Blackett,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer 
R.  E.  Thomas,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Norah  D.  Pinkerton,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  B.Sc. 

J.  Menzies  Cormack,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

City  Analyst : *H.  F.  Barke,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : 

A.  Tyler,  Cert.  San.  I.,  Meat  I.,  and  Smoke  I., 

Ollett  Medalist 

Assistant  Inspectors : 

W.  T.  Blake,  M.M.,  Cert.  San.  I.  and  Meat.  I. 

J.  W.  Elliott,  do.  do. 

H.  S.  Jenkinson,  do.  do.  (from  1.5. ’35) 

Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer  : 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  : 

J.  Menzies  Cormack,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Rose,  S.R.N.,  Ex-Queen’s  Nurse 

Health  Visitors — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

Miss  E.  Axten,  S.R.N.,  L.O.S.  (till  7. 12. ’35) 

Miss  I.  Nash,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  G.  Sparshatt,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M ; New  Health  Visitors’ 


Clerks 


Certificate 

C.  J.  Pring,  Chief  Clerk 
Miss  E.  M.  Bartlett 
R.  G.  Lavis 

R.  W.  L.  Read  (part  time) 
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Medical  Officers  to  Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 

Dr.  R.  E.  Thomas 
Dr.  Norah  D.  Pinkerton 
Dr.  J.  Menzies  Cormack 

Superintendent  of  District  Midwives  ; 

■*^Miss  A.  Cook 

District  Midwives  ; 

E.  Taylor 
M.  E.  Thomas 
E.  M.  Vigar 

Medical  Officer  to  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  (at  Royal  United  Hospital)  - 
*Dr.  R.  Waterhouse 

Medical  Officer  to  Orthopaedic  Clinic  : 

“'"Miss  Maud  F.  Forrester-Brown,  M.D.,  M.S.  (Lond.). 

Public  Vaccinators  ; 

Dr.  A.  H.  Duckett 
*Dr.  J.  P.  Hosford 
*Dr.  P.  H Knowles 

Vaccination  Officer  : 

C.  J.  Pring 

CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Medical  Superintendent  and  Medical  Attendant : 

J.  F.  Blackett,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 


Matron  : 

Miss  M.  Thompson,  S.R.N.,  S.C  M. 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  to  Frome  Road  Institution  : 

A.  H.  Duckett,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

^''District  Medical  Officers : 

Dr.  J.  B.  Bennett 
Dr.  T.  C.  Halley 
Dr.  J.  P.  Hosford 
Dr.  P.  H.  Knowles 
Dr.  D.  Moodie 
Dr.  W.  Morris 

The  Staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  is  given  in  my  Report 
to  the  Education  Authority. 


Part-time  Officer  of  the  Council 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

City  and  County  Borough  of  Bath. 
Health  Resort  and  Chief  Town  of  Somerset. 


Area  of  the  Borough,  5152  Statute  acres. 

Situation — Latitude  51°  23'  N.,  Longitude  2°  21'  W. 

Elevation — -Varies  from  50  feet  above  sea  level  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Bath  Avon  to 
about  550  feet  on  the  South  and  700  feet  on  the  North. 

Mean  elevation — 269  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geological  Formation — Oolitic  Clays,  Limestones  and  Sands  ; Lias  and  Gravel. 
Water— Constant  service  of  moderately  hard  spring  water.  Corporation  Reservoirs 
have  a total  capacity  of  63,151,000  gallons.  Average  daily  consumption,  1935, 
21.56  gallons  per  head  ; 1930-34  22.88  gallons. 

Sewage  disposal  almost  exclusively  by  water  carriage.  Treated  at  Saltford. 

House  refuse  removed  and  cremated  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Population  -1931  Census;  Enumerated,  68,815  ; Resident,  68,375. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses.  Census  1931,  15,599  (I'.e.,  structurally  separate  dwellings 
occupied  by  private  families).  Estimate  for  1935  exceeas  17,000. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers.  Census  1931,  19,435. 


Years 

... 

1935. 

1934. 

Mean  of 
1931-35. 

Mean  of 
1926-30. 

Population,  estimated 

68.200 

68,500 

68,556 

69.536 

iRainfall  (Mean  of  70  yrs.,  1866-1935,  31  01  ins) 

39'72 

26  25 

3062 

3372 

Rateable  Value  in  October 

£ 

597,596 

595,795 

577,182 

491,895 

Rates — Total  per  £ 

10/- 

10/- 

10/- 

11/2 

■One  penny  General  Rate  produced  ... 

£ 

2,300 

2,270 

2,251 

1,921 

Total  nett  indebtedness  ... 

£ 

2,032,473 

1,974,931 

1,896,791 

1,183,799 

Ditto  per  person  ... 

£ 

29-1010 

28- 14  - 1 

27-11-5 

17-2-6 

Marri.\ges — Number  Registered 

546 

569 

552 

553 

Rate  per  1000  population. 

Bath 

16  0 

16'6 

161 

15.9 

Ditto.  England  and  Wales 

17'1 

16'9 

16T 

15'4 

Births  —Number 

Bath 

773 

729 

767 

834 

Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

1L3 

10  6 

1P2 

1L9 

Ditto.  England  and  Wales 

14'7 

14'8 

15'0 

16'8 

Illegitimate  births  per  1000  Infants 

born 

Bath 

56 

47 

49 

53 

Deaths — Number — Bath  residents... 

973 

1000 

982 

952 

Nett  rate  per  1000  population. 

Bath 

14-3 

14'6 

14  3 

13'6 

Standardized  rate  for  age  and  sex 

1 » 

!0'4 

10'7 

10  5 

102 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales 

11-7 

IPS 

12'0 

12T 

Infant  Mortality — ... 

Bath 

34 

45 

42 

47 

England  and  Wales 

57 

59 

62 

68 

Illegitimate  Infants 

Bath 

— 

59 

76 

79 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  (under  2 yrs.) 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Ditto.  Rate  per  1000  births. 

Bath 

2‘6 

1’4 

3'7 

4'5 

Ditto.  do.  England  and  Wales 

5'7 

55 

6'2 

7'2 

Principal  Causes  of  Death — 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

36 

52 

40 

42 

“Other”  Tuberculosis 

• • • 

6 

8 

9 

7 

Influenza 

... 

9 

5 

1 32 

31 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS-  -Continued 


Years 

1935 

1934 

Mean  of 
1931-35 

1 Mean  of 
1926-30 

Pneumonia 

75 

58 

60 

53 

Bronchitis 

25 

21 

32 

53 

Cancer 

156 

161 

142 

127 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 

44 

49 

49 

56- 

Heart  Disease  ... 

228 

217 

195 

151 

Arterial  Sclerosis 

78 

104 

85 

61 

Nephritis 

44 

39 

44 

38 

Senile  Decay 

32 

56 

49 

68. 

Seven  principal  “Zymotic  ” Diseases  ... 

4 

4 

8 

13 

Violence 

51 

26 

34 

37 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0'53 

076 

0-58 

O' 60. 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

009 

0T2 

0 13 

009 

Seven  principal  “Zymotic”  Diseases  ... 

0‘06 

006 

0T2 

019 

Influenza 

0'13 

007 

0'47 

0'44 

Pneumonia 

110 

085 

088 

076 

Bronchitis 

0’37 

0'3l 

0’47 

O' 76 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  ... 

OTO 

0'22 

0'22 

019 

Cancer 

2'29 

2'35 

207 

182 

Deaths  at  various  age  periods — 

Under  1 year 

26 

33 

32 

40' 

1 to  5 years 

11 

12 

14 

18 

Between  5 and  60  years 

210 

250 

231 

248 

Over  60  years 

726 

705 

704 

647 

Infectious  Disease— Cases  notified 

Diphtheria 

12 

36 

51 

52 

Scarlet  Fever 

89 

124 

130 

186 

Enteric  Fever  ... 



2 

1 

9' 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

18 

19 

17 

25 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

13 

9 

10 

9' 

Puerperal  Fever... 

— 

2 

2 

T 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

22 

17 

18 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

57 

88 

80 

67 

“Other”  Tuberculosis 

20 

16 

20 

19. 

Infectious  Disease — Attack  rates  per  1000 
population — 

Diphtheria 

0T8 

053 

O' 74 

0-74 

Scarlet  Fever 

F30 

1'81 

1.89 

2 '66. 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

003 

001 

013 

Erysipelas 

0'26 

028 

0 25 

0'36 

Puerperal  Fever... 

— 

003 

003 

0'04 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0'32 

025 

0'26 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0'84 

P28 

1'17 

096 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

0'29 

023 

0'29 

027 

Number  of  Deaths  from— 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 



— 

— 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 





— 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Measles 



2 

3 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Puerpeial  Fever.,. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 

Diphtheria 

003 

001 

003 

002 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 



— 

002 

Enteric  Fever  ... 







002 

Erysipelas 

0-03 



003 

0'02 

Measles 



003 

004 

0'03 

Whooping  Cough 



— 

O'Ol 

003 

Puerperal  Fever... 

001 

— 

002 

— 

Vaccination  Percentage  of  Infants  v'accinated 

‘January  to  June 

12* 

only. 

14 

17 
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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  to  the  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

A Report  such  as  this  is  in  the  nature  of  an  annual  stocktaking. 
It  provides  a record  of  work  accomplished,  a means  for  judging  the 
progress  which  has  been  made,  and  a basis  on  which  to  determine 
future  policy.  Since  the  value  of  the  Report  depends  very  largely  on 
the  way  it  is  used  for  these  purposes,  I have  tried  to  describe  what  has 
been  done  and  to  give  the  essential  statistical  details  in  as  readable 
and  concise  a form  as  possible.  As  in  1930  and  in  1925  certain  figures 
relating  to  five-yearly  periods  ending  with  the  year  under  review  have 
been  added,  and  in  the  paragraphs  which  follow,  brief  references  to 
such  a period  are  included. 

An  important  section  of  the  Report  is  the  one  contributed  by 
Mr.  Tyler  and  dealing  with  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Mr. 
Tyler  took  up  his  appointment  as  Chief  Inspector  on  May  16th  in 
succession  to  Mr.  Craven  whose  retirement  took  effect  as  from  the  end 
of  that  month.  A suitable  reference  to  Mr.  Craven’s  long  service 
to  the  Corporation  was  made  in  last  year’s  Report. 

Public  Health  administration  is  constantly  being  modified,  but 
two  factors  of  special  importance  have  influenced  our  work  since  1930 
— the  Local  Government  Act  of  1929  and  the  Housing  Act  of  1930- 
The  first  replaced  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  a Committee  of  the 
Council  and  in  various  ways  materially  modified  our  attitude  towards 
the  poor  laws  ; while  the  second  gave  a great  impetus  to  slum  clearance. 
Two  important  factors  during  the  next  five  years  seem  likely  to  be  the 
1935  Housing  Act  which  deals  seriously  for  the  first  time  with  over- 
crowding ; and  the  much  needed  Public  Health  consolidation  measures 
which  are  on  the  point  of  becoming  law. 

As  far  as  the  vital  statistics  for  Bath  during  the  last  five 
years  are  concerned  there  have  been  no  dramatic  changes.  With  a 
population  which  remains  nearly  stationary,  there  has  been  a general 
tendency  for  the  birth-rate  to  move  downwards,  our  infant  mortality 
to  continue  amongst  the  lowest  of  the  county  boroughs,  the  excess  of 
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deaths  over  births  to  increase,  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis  to  become 
fewer  in  spite  of  some  increase  during  the  middle  of  the  period,  the 
average  age  at  death  to  be  definitely  higher,  and  our  experience  of 
infectious  disease  to  be  almost  unexpectedly  favourable. 

Important  developments  have  taken  place  in  connection  with 
the  hospital  accommodation  of  the  city  since  1930.  They  include  the 
virtual  reconstruction  of  our  new  Isolation  Hospital,  the  removal  of 
the  Royal  United  Hospital  from  the  old  site  in  the  central  area  to 
a magnificent  and  entirely  new  building  at  Combe  Park,  the  extension 
of  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital  to  accom- 
modate an  additional  48  patients,  and  valuable  improvements  in 
certain  other  hospitals.  This  is  a record  of  admirable  progress.  In 
order,  however,  that  the  call  for  treatment  should  not  divert  our 
attention  too  much  from  prevention,  we  ought  perhaps  to  remember 
from  time  to  time  that  in  one  sense  every  hospital  is  a confession 
of  failure — failure  to  ensure  conditions  of  life  under  which  people  are 
both  able  and  willing  to  achieve  good  health. 

A noteworthy  feature  of  our  maternity  and  child  welfare  work 
in  the  last  five  years  has  been  the  largely  increased  use  made  of  the 
facilities  offered.  Attendances  at  the  infant  welfare  centres  and  the 
ante-natal  clinics  have  gone  up  to  an  extent  which  has  sometimes  made 
it  difficult  to  cope  with  the  numbers  and  an  extra  centre  has  had  to  be 
established,  while  the  amount  of  free  milk  distributed  to  infants  and 
mothers  was  more  than  twice  as  much  in  1935  as  in  1930.  Similarly, 
when  the  Committee  doubled  the  number  of  beds  available  for  maternity 
cases  by  the  new  arrangements  with  the  Royal  United  Hospital  the 
demand  soon  began  to  outrun  the  supply.  The  extent  to  which  our 
district  maternity  services  will  be  modified  by  pending  legislation 
dealing  with  midwifery  seems  uncertain,  but  a good  deal  of  considera- 
tion will  clearly  have  to  be  given  to  the  whole  subject  in  the  near 
future. 

It  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that  our  progress  with  regard  to 
housing  has  been  more  than  we  dared  to  hope  in  1930— we  are 
indeed  within  measurable  distance  of  seeing  most  of  our  so  called  slum 
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property  abolished  and  the  inhabitants  given  the  chance  of  living 
under  conditions  in  keeping  with  present  day  standards. 

There  are  many  other  points  to  which  reference  might  be  made 
if  I were  attempting  a complete  review  of  the  position.  They  are 
mentioned  in  the  Report  and  it  is  enough  to  say  here  that  the  period 
1931-35  was  one  in  which  considerable  progress  was  made  in  many 
directions  The  end  is  not  in  sight,  of  course,  and  probably  never  will 
be,  but  we  can  at  least  feel  with  some  confidence  that  we  are  moving 
along  right  lines  and  that  we  know  how  to  continue  to  do  so  if  we  are 
given  the  opportunity. 

I cannot  close  these  introductory  remarks  without  expressing 
once  more  my  sincere  gratitude  both  to  the  Chairmen  and  Members 
of  the  various  Committees  associated  with  the  Health  Department  for 
the  constant  help  and  encouragement  I receive  from  them,  and  to  the 
whole  of  the  staff  for  the  loyal  and  efficient  way  in  which  they  carry 
out  duties  which  seem  to  become  more  exacting  with  each  year  that 
passes. 

I remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  F.  BLACKETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bath,  July,  1936. 
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Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Bath 
for  the  Year  1935. 


Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  City  of  Bath  is  a County  Borough  with  a population 
estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  to  have  been  68,200  at  the  middle 
of  1935.  The  corresponding  estimate  for  1934  was  68,500  and  for  1933, 
68,900.  The  actual  enumeration  at  the  1931  Census  was  given  as 
68,815,  of  whom  68,375  were  considered  to  be  residents.  It  seems 
clear,  therefore,  that  although  a large  number  of  new  houses  have 
been  built  during  recent  years,  the  population  is  nearly  stationary. 

The  area  of  Bath  is  5,152  acres,  which  gives  a density  of  about 
13  to  the  acre.  If  the  14  wards  into  which  the  City  is  divided  are 
taken  separately,  however,  wide  differences  are  seen  to  exist — from 
under  5 to  over  50.  (There  are  nearly  60  persons  to  the  acre  in  the 
London  County  Council’s  area). 

Bath  is  to  a great  extent  a residential  rather  than  an  industrial 
city,  but  there  are  several  large  works  in  which  engineering,  cabinet 
making,  the  manufacture  pf  cloth,  and  other  industries,  are  carried  on. 
Large  numbers  of  visitors  come  here  also  to  use  the  baths  and  for 
other  purposes.  These  provide  occupation  and  are  a source  of 
livelihood  to  a considersible  section  of  the  population. 
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Unemployment  figures  in  Batli  during  1935  were  definitely  less 
than  in  1934.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  a period  when  unemploy- 
ment tends  to  reach  its  maximum,  the  actual  figures  relating  to  those 
classified  as  “wholly  unemployed  ” were  : — Men,  1,645;  Boys  under 
18,  25  ; Women,  147  ; Girls  under  18,  18  ; total,  1,835,  The  corre- 
sponding figure  for  the  end  of  1934  was  2,276.  As  I pointed  out  last 
year,  we  are  not  aware  of  any  definite  evidence  that  the  health  and 
physique  of  the  unemployed  and  their  families  differ  significantly  from 
that  of  the  community  as  a whole. 

Details  of  the  number  of  houses  and  families,  together  with 
much  other  statistical  information,  may  be  found  in  the  Summary  on 
pages  6 and  7. 

Vital  Statistics.  A detailed  summary  of  the  vital  statistics  for  1935 
and  for  several  previous  years  is  given  on  pages 
6 and  7.  The  chief  points  of  interest  about  those  for  1935  are  as 
follows  : — 

For  the  first  time  for  several  years  the  birth-rate,  i.e.,  the 
number  of  births  per  1,000  population,  was  higher  than  that  for  the 
preceding  year.  The  deaths,  however,  remain  considerably  in  excess 
of  the  births. 

The  infant  mortality — the  number  of  children  dying  before 
their  first  birthday  to  each  thousand  births  during  the  year — was  34 
This  is  not  only  very  low  in  comparison  with  that  of  other  county 
boroughs,  but  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Bath. 

The  standardised  death-rate  was  10.4,  which  is  slightly  below 
last  year’s.  The  significance  of  the  figure  representing  the  death-rate 
can  only  be  appreciated  properly  in  the  light  of  various  rather  complex 
factors  by  which  it  is  influenced.  These  were  explained  at  some 
length  in  my  last  Report  (pages  11  and  12). 

An  interesting  side  light  on  vital  statistics  is  thrown  by  the  fact 
that  while  twenty  years  ago  more  than  half  the  people  who  died  had 
failed  to  reach  the  age  of  65,  now  nearly  two-thirds  are  over  that  age. 
The  proper  interpretation  of  this  fact  depends  of  course  on  a number 
of  factors. 
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The  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  are  given  in 


the  form  suggested  in  the  Ministry 

of  Health’ 

s Circular  No.  1492. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

T ■ r>-  ( Legitimate  ....  730 

Live  Births]  ....  43 

361 

23 

369  ) 
20  ) 

- Birth  Rate, 

1 

11.3 

Stillbirths  ....  ....  28 

15 

13 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  births. 

35.0 

Deaths  ....  973 

396 

577 

Death-rate, 

10.4 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths. 

(live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

1 

1.25 

Other  puerperal  causes 

3 

3.74 

Total  ... 

4 

4 99 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate,  36  ; Illegitimate,  0 ; Total,  34. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  0 

„ ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  2 

Section  B. 


(lENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  The  arrangements  available  for  the  examina- 
tion of  clinical  material  are  indicated  on  page 
43.  The  analyses  of  water,  milk  and  foodstuffs,  are  carried  out  almost 
entirely  by  the  City  Analyst,  who  is  a part-time  officer,  in  his  own 
laboratory.  For  the  nature  and  amount  of  work  done  see  pages 
o9  to  67. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  («)  Infectious  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the 

motor  ambulance  kept  at  the  City  Isolation 
Hospital.  This  is  used  mainly  to  take  patients  to  the  Hospital,  but 
is  available  also  for  other  suitable  cases  requiring  to  be  moved. 
{b)  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases.  The  City  Council  has  three 
ambulances  under  the  control  of  the  Watch  Committee,  and  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  .Association  two,  available  for  ordinary  cases  at 
reasonable  charges.  These  arrangements  appear  to  be  adequate  for 
the  needs  of  the  city. 
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Nursing  in  the  Home.  By  arrangement  with  the  Bath  District 

Nursing  Association  the  services  of  the 
district  nurses  are  available  for  the  conditions  mentioned  below, 
payment  being  made  by  the  Council  on  an  agreed  scale : — 

(a)  Through  the  Health  Committee  : 

Pneumonia.  Cancer. 

(b)  Through  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  : 

Puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia. 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

Expectant  mothers  needing  special  nursing  services  (not 


midwives  routine  ante-natal  visits). 

Measles  Whooping  Cough  | in  children  under 

Epidemic  diarrhoea  Poliomyelitis  J school  age. 


The  fee  paid  is  Is. 

Od.  a visit 

, except  for 

■ cancer,  in  which 

it  is 

9d.  See  Council  Minutes 

for  1926, 

page  653 ; 

1929, 

page  653 ; 

and 

1935,  page  807. 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

Total  visits  paid 

3716 

3656 

2810 

1690 

1849 

Cost  to  Council 

£157 

£157 

£118 

£75 

£80 

In  addition,  the  Council  contributes  £60  a year  to  the  Association 
through  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  without  reference  to  specific 
services. 


The  work  done  by  the  City  Midwives  is  not  included  in  the 
above.  See  page  24. 

No  home  nursing  is  carried  out  by  the  Council's  own  staff,  nor  is 
there  any  further  scheme  for  the  home  nursing  of  ordinary  infectious 
diseases. 

The  Bath  District  Nursing  Association,  which  is  affiliated  to  the 
Queen’s  Institute,  provides  an  adequate  and  efficient  service  for  the 
whole  city.  Apart  from  the  midwives,  there  are  9 whole-time  and  1 
part-time  fully  qualified  general  nurses,  who  paid  42,292  visits  to 
1,377  patients  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1936.  A recent 
survey  dealing  with  the  complete  services  in  about  80  county  boroughs 
showed  that  in  only  four  was  the  nursing  staff  larger  in  relation  to 
population  than  in  Bath.  The  average  was  given  as  1 nurse  to  11,099 
population,  while  in  Bath  it  was  1 to  4,915  (including  midwives  and 
assistant  superintendent). 

The  Association,  which  was  established  in  1886,  is  unquestionably 
a most  valuable  asset  to  the  city.  It  works  in  close  co-operation  with 
the  Local  Authority,  which  is  represented  on  its  E.xecutive  Committee 
by  two  Councillors  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ex-o^cio. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

Days  and  Times  of  Attendance. 
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See 

also 

page 

Monday 

T uesday 

We'n’day 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Infant  Welfare 

Centres  : — 

*Blue  Coat  House 

27 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

Walcot 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

Oldfield  Park 

2.30—4 

tSouthdown  ...  i 

9.30 

JOdd  Down  ...  f 

to  11.15 

Ante-Natal  Clinics : 

45  Rivers  Street 

22 

2.30—4 

‘Blue  Coat  House 

>1 

10—12 

*Maternity&  Child  Welfare 

Dental  Clinic  ... 

28 

10—12 

Mothers 

Special  Clinic  for  ... 

31 

» • • 

By  app 

ointment 

... 

... 

Tuberculosis — 

Dispensary... 

49 

10—4 

2 — 7 

Artificial  Sunlight 

Treatment 

50 

... 

By  appointment 

Mental  Treatment 

... 

...Frid; 

ly  by  app 

ointment 

... 

... 

Venereal  Diseases 

i 

Clinic — Men 

51 

1 

5—6.30 

5—6.30 

Women 

n 

5—6.30 

School  Clinics — 

‘Inspection 

2—4,30 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

•Eye  ... 

10.30 

10.30 

‘Dental 

... 

10—5 

10—5 

10—5 

10—5 

10—5 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat : 

‘Blue  Coat  House 

9.30 

9.30 

9.30 

9.30 

9.30 

9.30 

Royal  United  Hospital 

2.011 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Hospital 

9.30 

‘Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

... 

2—4,30 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

9.30—11 

‘Orthopaedic 

After-care  Clinic  ... 

2.30—4 

Orthopaedic  Hospital 

Massage 

1 

I ■■■  i 

Daily  by  appointment.  ... 

1 1 1 

* These  Clinics  are  held  at  Blue  Coat  House.  t 2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  of  Month, 

I 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  of  Month  1|  3rd  Friday  of  month  by  appointment. 


SUMMARY  OF  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE  CITY. 

Additional  information  is  given  on  pages  which  follow. 
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■Voluntary  Board.  V.B.R. — Voluntary  Board  with  representatives  of  Local  Authorities.  C.C. — Committee  of  City  Council. 

* 1 mile  outside  City  Boundary.  t Year  ending  31.3.36. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. 

Royal  United  Hospital.  The  present  magnificent  buildings 
were  first  used  for  patients  on  December  11th,  1932.  At  the  end  of 
1935  the  190  beds  available  were  divided  thus  : — Medical,  men  28. 
women  28  ; Surgical,  men  40,  women  40  ; Children  18  ; Maternity  18 ; 
Ear,  nose  and  throat  18.  During  1935,  one  medical  ward  for  women 
and  one  surgical  for  men  were  opened  for  the  first  time,  and  further 
accommodation  can  be  provided  when  the  hospital  finances  permit. 
Two  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(ex-officio)  are  members  of  the  Board.  See  also  page  24  for  details  of 
the  maternity  department.  The  medical  home  visiting  service  was 
discontinued  during  1934. 

Royal  Mineral  Water  Hospital.  During  1935  large  reconstruc- 
tion schemes  involving  the  possible  removal  to  another  site  were  under 
consideration  by  the  Governors  in  conjunction  with  the  City  Council. 
A decision  will  doubtless  be  reached  in  1936.  In  future  the  Hospital 
is  to  be  known  as  the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Rheumatic  Diseases, 
Bath. 


The  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital  has  no 
out-patient  department  except  for  massage  and  remedial  exercises, 
but  it  links  up  with  numerous  after-care  centres  in  the  surrounding  area. 
It  is  essentially  for  children,  but  a few  adult  patients  are  taken  as  well. 
Most  of  the  patients  are  maintained  by  local  authorities,  including 
about  eleven  from  Bath.  The  Hospital  is  recognised  as  a school  by 
the  Board  of  Education. 

The  Forbes  Fraser  Private  Hospital  is  a “paying”  hospital 
under  the  control  of  a special  management  committee  responsible 
to  the  Royal  United  Hospital.  It  was  built  by  voluntary  subscriptions, 
but  is  maintained  by  patients’  fees.  Patients  are  attended  by  their 
own  doctors.  There  are  24  private  wards,  four  twelve-bed  wards,  a 
labour  room  and  a nursery. 

City  Isolation  Hospital.  See  page  44. 

Frome  Road  Infirmary.  The  367  beds  are  allocated  as  follows  : — 
Chronic  sick,  166;  Tuberculosis,  19;  Maternity,  6;  Sick  children,  38; 
Isolation,  6 ; Mental  cases,  132.  The  Infirmary  is  part  of  the  Council’s 
Poor  Law  Institution,  The  part  it  plays  or  might  play  in  the  general 
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hospital  accommodation  of  the  City  was  discussed  at  some  length  in 
my  report  for  1933,  page  13,  and  the  points  there  raised  need  not  be 
repeated  here.  The  scheme  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  wards 
by  the  addition  of  extra  window  space  and  in  other  ways  was  continued 
during  1935 

Dispensaries.  The  following  institutions  provide  out-patient 
treatment  for  those  able  to  attend  and  home  visiting  by  the  medical 
staff  for  those  unable  to  do  so.  A small  fee  may  be  charged  or  a 
subscriber’s  letter  required. 

Eastern  Dispensary,  Cleveland  Place  East. 

Established  1832. 

Homoeopathic  Dispensary,  4,  Green  Park. 

Southern  Dispensary,  Claverton  Street,  Widcombe. 

Western  Dispensary,  1,  Albion  Place,  Upper  Bristol  Road. 

Bath  contains  many  voluntary  benevolent  societies  whose 
activities  have  some  bearing  on  the  health  of  the  poorer  members 
of  the  community.  Details  of  most  of  these  are  given  in  the  Bath 
Directory. 

Co-operation  between  City  Council  and  Voluntary  Hospitals. 

The  more  important  arrangements  which  have  been  agreed  upon 
may  be  summarised  as  follows.  It  should  be  pointed  out,  however, 
that  some  of  these  are  likely  to  be  the  subject  of  further  consideration 
before  long. 

Notified  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia  can  be 
admitted  to  the  Royal  United  Hospital  at  any  time  and  are  paid  for 
at  the  rate  of  7s.  6d.  a day.  Admissions  during  1935  numbered  8. 

Maternity  cases.  See  page  24. 

Notified  cases  of  infants  suffering  from  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
can  go  to  the  Eye  Infirmary  or  the  Royal  United  Hospital,  either 
with  or  without  the  mother.  In  practice,  most  cases  are  treated  at 
home  or  as  out-patients.  When  mother  and  child  are  admitted 
together,  7s.  6d.  a day  is  paid.  Two  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Eye 
Infirmary  during  1935. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital, 
the  Medical  Officer  being  a member  of  the  Hospital  Staff.  The  few 
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cases  requiring  in-patient  care  are  admitted  to  the  Hospital  at  a 
charge  of  6s.  Od.  a day.  See  also  page  .51. 

School  children  requiring  : — 

[a)  Tonsil  and  adenoid  operations  are  sent  to  the  Royal  United 
Hospital  or  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital  and  are  generally 
admitted  for  three  days.  Charges : operation  and  administration 
35s. ; maintenance,  6s.  a day.  Cases  in  1935,  145. 

\b)  Out-patient  treatment  for  ear  diseases  go  to  the  same 
institution.  The  fee  is  on  a sessional  basis  at  the  Royal  United 
Hospital  and  per  case  at  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital. 

(c)  In-patient  treatment  for  certain  types  of  eye  disease  can  be 
sent  to  the  Eye  Infirmary.  Charges:  4s.  a day.  Number  in  1935,  7. 

About  eleven  beds  are  constantly  occupied  by  crippled  Bath 
children  (or  adults)  at  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic 
Hospital.  Each  patient  costs  7s.  6d.  a day.  The  Council  is  officially 
represented  on  the  Hospital  Board.  The  weekly  After-care  Clinic  for 
cripple  children  is  held  at  Blue  Coat  House,  where  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  from  the  Hospital  attends  about  once  a month  and  the  Sister 
weekly.  Charges  are  on  a sessional  basis  and  in  1935  amounted  to 
£83.  Cripples  requiring  massage  and  remedial  exercises  go  to  the 
Orthopaedic  Hospital.  A fixed  annual  charge  of  £150  is  paid. 

The  City  Orthopaedic  Scheme  is  considered  at  length  in  my 
separate  report  as  School  Medical  Officer  (pages  16-20). 

Tuberculous  patients  requiring  institutional  care  are  sent  to 

(а)  Winsley  Sanatorium  where  the  City  owns  14  beds  (see  page  49)  ; 

(б)  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital  (using  some 
of  the  beds  mentioned  above) ; or  (c)  other  institutions  recognised  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  purpose.  A certain  number  also  go 
now  to  our  own  Isolation  Hospital.  See  page  46. 

Under  certain  conditions  the  Council  will  pay  for  the  maintenance 
of  cancer  patients  in  institutions  (see  page  46). 

Patients  from  Frome  Road  Infirmary  may  be  sent  to  the  Royal 
United  Hospital  for  {a)  in-patient  treatment,  at  a charge  of  £1  Is.  Od. 
a week  each  ; (6)  out-patient  consultations,  fee  £l  Is.  Od. ; and  (c) 
for  X-ray  examination,  massage,  and  electrical  treatment  at  agreed 
pharges, 
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The  out-patient  clinic  established  by  the  Council  under  the 
Mental  Treatment  Act  of  1930  is  held  by  arrangement  at  the  Royal 
United  Hospital.  The  medical  officers  are  not  on  the  Hospital  staff. 

All  the  arrangements  described  are  subject  to  the  supervision 
and  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical 
Officer  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Local  Government  Act,  1929.  No  material  modification  took  place 

in  the  administration  of  the  institu- 
tional medical  services  transferred  under  this  Act.  Since  April  1st, 
1933,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  responsible  for  the  general 
oversight  of  the  medical  services  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee 
as  well  as  of  other  Committees  of  the  Council,  but  the  patients  at 
Frome  Road  House  are  under  the  care  of  the  medical  officer  of  that 
institution. 

Section  5 (1)  of  the  Act  imposed  on  local  authorities  the  duty 
of  preparing  an  administration  scheme.  This  must  have  regard  to 
the  desirability  of  securing  that  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit  all 
assistance  which  can  lawfully  be  provided  otherwise  than  by  way  of 
poor-law  relief  shall  be  so  provided.  Our  own  scheme,  which  came  into 
force  in  April,  1930,  was  described  in  my  Report  for  that  year  and  is 
printed  in  full  in  the  Council  Minutes  for  1929  (see  pages  560  and 
600),  Owing  largely  to  the  enlightened  manner  in  which  the  work 
of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  is  carried  out  the  present  arrange- 
ments have  proved  sufficient  for  the  time  being.  The  principle  referred 
to  above,  however,  is  capable  of  further  extension  in  Bath,  and 
appropriate  modifications  of  the  scheme  will  no  doubt  be  made  in 
due  course. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief.  The  position  remains  as  described 

at  some  length  in  my  last  Report 
(page  17)  in  which  details  of  the  six  districts  and  of  the  medical  work 
done  in  each . were  tabulated.  It  has  not  been  found  possible  to 
introduce  an  “ open-choice  ” system,  A further  analysis  of  the  returns 
made  by  the  doctors  suggests  that  taking  the  whole  city,  the  number 
of  individuals  seen  during  one  year  is  approximately  70%  of  those  at 
risk  at  any  given  time.  (For  comparison  with  the  table  of  last  year 
the  following  figures  are  added.  Number  of  individuals  attended 
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during  the  year  ended  31/3,35  in  districts — A,  227  ; B,  169  ; C,  146  ; 
D,  110;  E,  58  ; F,  14). 

Other  Poor  Law  Relief.  The  following  additional  figures  relating  to 

poor  law  relief  will  be  of  interest.  They  are 
taken  from  a return  made  by  the  Director  of  Public  Assistance  and 
refer  to  the  year  ended  March,  1935. 

Number  chargeable. 


At  Frome  Road  House  (excluding 

Average. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

casuals) 

. 370 

400 

355 

Children’s  Homes 

. 22 

26 

19 

Mental  Hospitals 

. 238 

245 

228 

At  Special  Schools 

. 34 

39 

30 

Boarded-out  Children  ... 

. 37 

40 

34 

Out-relief 

937 

1056 

848 

Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

(a)  Bathwick  Old  Rectory,  This  is  a Hostel  to  provide  a 
modified  form  of  care  for  specially  selected  high  grade  mental  defectives 
who  have  been  in  other  institutions.  Many  of  them  do  daily  work 
outside  the  institution.  Three  of  the  21  inmates  are  Bath  City  cases. 
The  Hostel,  which  is  officially  recognised  by  the  Board  of  Control, 
was  opened  in  1930. 

(b)  The  House  of  Help  at  112,  Walcot  Street,  belongs  to  the 
Bath  Preventive  Mission.  It  is  a recognised  residential  institution  for 
66  women  and  girls  who  are  mental  defectives.  Seven  of  the  inmates 
are  Bath  cases  maintained  by  the  City  Council. 

(c)  The  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the  Bristol  City  Council 
under  which  30  places  are  available  for  Bath  cases  at  Hortham  Colony, 
near  Bristol.  Nearly  the  full  number  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  1935. 

(d)  Eight  mental  defectives  are  maintained  by  the  Council  at 
Stoke  Park  Colony,  near  Bristol. 

(e)  Frome  Road  House  is  certified  for  the  reception  of  10  male 
mental  defectives.  Three  of  the  number  were  Bath  cases. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(For  number  of  births,  birth-rates,  infant  mortality 

and  maternal  mortality,  see  pages  12  and  13). 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  is  responsible  to 
the  Council  for  carrying  out  a comprehensive  scheme  which  includes 
the  following  : — 

Two  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Supervision  of  Midwives  under  the  Midwives  Acts. 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service  (in  association  with  the 
Bath  District  Nursing  Association). 

Maternity  Department  with  ten  beds  at  the  Royal 
United  Hospital. 

Three  Health  Visitors. 

Five  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Provision  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants. 

Supervision  of  boarded-out  children  under  the 
Children  Acts. 

Dental  Service. 

“ Birth  Control”  Clinic. 

Supply  of  Maternity  Outfits. 

Facilities  for  dealing  with  crippling  defects  in  infants, 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  puerperal  fever  and 
puerperal  pyrexia,  and  with  certain  other 
diseases. 

Some  details  of  the  work  done  during  1935,  together  with  a 
statistical  summary  for  the  five  year  period,  1931-35,  are  given  below. 

Ante-natal  Clinics.  Last  year  I reported  an  increase  of  20%  in  the 

number  of  new  patients.  It  will  be  seen  below 
that  a still  further  increase  took  place  in  1935.  The  general  position 
in  regard  to  ante-natal  work  has  been  discussed  in  previous  reports 
and  no  material  change  occurred  in  1935.  The  attendances  at  the 
Clinics  in  relation  to  the  number  of  births  in  the  city  are  very 
satisfactory  and  no  one  familiar  with  the  work  done  can  doubt  its 
value  to  the  mothers  or  its  importance  as  part  of  our  whole  maternity 
scheme. 


23 


The  following  are  some  figures  for  1935  (figures  in  brackets 
relate  to  1934  and  are  added  for  comparison)  : 


Blue  Coat 

Rivers  Street.  House. 


Day 

Time 

Medical  Officer  in  charge... 
Number  of  sessions  held  ... 
Number  of  new  patients... 
Total  attendances 
Average  per  session 


Tuesday 
2.30-4 
Dr.  Thomas. 
49  (48) 
237  (216) 
822  (760) 
17  (16) 


Wednesday 

10-12 

Dr.  Pinkerton. 
49  (50) 

146  (143) 

701  (611) 

14  (12) 


Home  visits  (ante-natal)  by  City 

Midwives  ...  1,749  (1,553). 


Proportion  of  new  patients  to  all 

births  registered...  46%  (45%) 


MIDWIVES. 


During  1935  the  number  of  midwives  signifying  their  intention 
to  practise  in  the  City  was  30.  Of  these,  20  worked  solely  in  connec- 
tion with  public  institutions,  including  12  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital 
and  8 as  district  nurses.  Of  the  10  private  midwives,  one  had  73 
cases,  one,  with  her  assistant,  62,  and  the  others  37,  30,  12,  10,  7,  7, 
and  1. 


The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  all  midwives  was  748 
— last  year  it  was  662.  The  following  analysis  will  be  of  interest : — 

Private 


midwives.  Hospital.  District.  Total. 


No  doctor  ... 

137 

66 

116 

319 

Doctor  engaged 

31 

65 

46 

142 

Doctor  called  for  emergency 

71 

126- 

90 

287 

•'■Either  member  of  Hospital  staff  or  outside  doctor, 
with  C.M.B.  medical  aid  form. 

Births  registered  numbered  839. 

Altogether,  a doctor  was  called  in  under  the  Rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  on  283  occasions  for  various  emergencies 
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in  connection  with  births  and  miscarriages.  These  emergencies  may 
be  grouped  as  follows  ; 

Complications  of  labour  ...  129 

Ante-natal  conditions  ....  99 

Post-natal  condition  of  mother  ....  20 

Unsatisfactory  condition  of  child  35 

The  medical  officers  act  as  Inspectors  of  Midwives  and  all 
midwives  are  visited  regularly.  No  serious  breach  of  the  rules  of  the 
Central  Mid  wives  Board  came  to  our  notice  in  1935. 

City  Midwives.  What  is  in  effect  a Municipal  Midwifery  Service 
has  been  in  existence  in  Bath  for  many  years.  It 
is  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  the  Bath  District  Nursing  Association, 
but  the  Council  is  entirely  responsible  financially.  There  are  three 
whole-time  midwives  and  the  half-time  services  of  another  on  the  staff 
of  the  Association  are  available  for  emergency  and  relief  work.  The 
midwives  live  in  their  districts  and  are  on  the  telephone. 

1935.  1934.  1933. 

Number  of  cases  ....  ....  266  293  282 

Net  cost  to  the  rates  year  ended 
March  31st,  after  deducting 

patients’  payments  ....  ;^235  £232  £330 

Midwifery  fees  paid  to  Doctors  under  section  14  of  the  Midwives 

Act,  1918.  The  liability  incurred 
during  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1936,  was  £395  and  the  amount 
recovered  from  patients  was  £151.  The  Council  has  power  to  recover 
these  fees  from  the  patients  or  those  responsible  for  her  unless  they 
are  satisfied  that  “by  reason  of  poverty’’  this  should  not  be  done. 
Claims  for  remission  are  dealt  with  by  a special  sub-committee  of  the 
Maternity  Committee. 

Sterilised  Maternity  Outfits  are  kept  at  the  Health  Office  and  may 

be  obtained  by  midwives  or  on  their 
recommendation.  They  are  supplied  at  cost  price,  or  if  the  circum- 
stances justify  it,  either  at  a reduced  charge  or  free.  The  demand 
however,  for  the  last  year  or  two  has  been  almost  negligible. 

MATERNITY  BEDS. 

The  City  has  the  right  to  nominate  patients  to  ton  of  the  beds 
in  the  twenty-bed  maternity  unit  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital.  The 
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terms  of  our  agreement  with  the  Hospital  were  summarised  on  pages, 
18  to  20  of  my  Report  for  1933.  The  ten  beds  must  be  paid  for 
whether  occupied  or  not  and  additional  patients  may  be  admitted  at 
the  same  rate  if  room  is  available. 

During  the  first  year  (1933)  we  used  89  per  cent,  of  our  accommo- 
dation, and  during  the  second  94  per  cent.  In  1935  the  average  daily 
number  of  Bath  patients  in  the  waid  was  12.4.  This  rather  embarrassing 
popularity,  however,  was  welcomed  by  the  Committee  in  spite  of  the 
increased  expenditure  because  of  the  benefits  to  the  mothers  concerned. 
Fortunately,  the  number  of  non-city  patients  was  comparatively  small, 
so  that  over-crowding  could  be  avoided.  Soon  after  the  end  of  1935, 
however,  we  had  to  raise  the  question  of  limiting  our  numbers  by 
exercising  some  selection  among  those  to  whom  admission  is  an 
amenity  rather  than  a necessity.  The  general  position  is  made  clear 
by  a study  of  the  following  figures  : — 


1935 

1934 

Number  of  new  patients  admitted 

227 

163 

Number  of  primipara  included 

134 

92 

Number  of  readmissions 

20 

16 

Number  of  confinements 

222 

157 

t Cases  in  which  midwife  had  entire  charge 

66 

31 

Number  of  ” patient-days  ” 

4520 

3457 

Ante-natal 

1049 

807 

Confinement  and  after 

3471 

2650 

Total  available  (10  beds) 

3650 

3650 

Proportion  actually  used 

124% 

94% 

Maternal  deaths 

1 

1 

Stillbirths 

8 

9 

Neonatal  deaths  {i.e.,  within  10  days) 

5 

0 

Weekly  maintenance  rate 

£2  18  4 

£2  17  2 

Income  received  from  patients 

£869 

£676 

* This  figure  refers  to  individual  mothers  admitted 

for  the  first 

time  (for  that 

pregnancy)  during  the  year.  They  were  not  necessarily  confined  during 
the  year. 

t i.e.,  m doctor  engaged  or  called  in  at  any  stage  while  patient  was  in  Hospital. 

The  figures  given  above  are  taken  from  Health  Office  records.  They  may  differ 
slightly  from  those  of  the  Hospital. 

Patients  admitted  within  three  days  of  birth  of  child  are  not  considered  as  having 
had  ante-natal  treatment.  Otherwise,  treatment  is  counted  as  ante-natal  up 
to  the  day  before  birth. 

According  to  the  Hospital  statistics  midwives  a, re  responsible  for  actual  deliveries  in 
rather  more  than  half  of  all  our  cases. 
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Maternal  Mortality.  With  the  number  of  births  occurring  annually 

in  Bath,  each  maternal  death  counts  as 
approximately  1.25  towards  the  maternal  mortality.  Unfortunately, 
four  mothers  died  during  1935,  and  as  a result  our  mortality  was  4.99 — 
i.e.,  4.99  deaths  for  each  thousand  births  and  stillbirths.  This  is 
rather  higher  than  that  of  the  country  as  a whole,  although  the 
average  for  the  last  5 or  6 years  remains  definitely  in  our  favour. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  brief  clinical  notes  given  below  that  no 
facilities  likely  to  be  of  value  which  the  Council  could  have  provided 
were  lacking  in  any  of  the  cases.  Perhaps  the  general  inference  is 
that  if  any  of  the  deaths  were  avoidable,  the  adverse  factor  was 
the  failure  of  the  mother  to  follow  advice  given.  It  is  not 
sufficiently  realised  how  important  a bearing  the  attitude  of  mind 
of  the  patient  herself  has  on  the  problem  of  maternal  mortality. 
Things  are  very  much  better  than  they  were  in  this  respect,  but  only 
by  a gradual  process  of  education  can  full  co-operation  be  obtained. 

Details  of  the  cases  are  as  follows  : — 

{a)  Age  29.  Under  treatment  by  own  doctor  for  albuminuria  and  toxaemia. 
Admitted  as  an  emergency  to  Hospital,  where  Caesarean  Section  was  performed 
owing  to  uterine  inertia.  Died  three  days  later. 

{b)  Age  33.  Under  observation  own  doctor  from  fourth  month.  Normal 
confinement.  Femoral  thrombosis  15th  day.  Sudden  death  from  embolism  while 
still  in  bed  and  under  treatment  on  27th  day.  Had  very  septic  teeth,  but  refused  to 
have  them  treated. 

(c)  Age  35.  Attended  ante-natal  clinic  and  apparently  satisfactory . Normal 
confinement  by  midwife.  Doctor  called  for  temperature  5th  day.  Temperature 
continued,  but  no  cause  found.  Sent  to  Hospital  15th  day.  Femoral  thrombosis 
21st  day  and  deatli  from  pyaemia  30th  day. 

(</)  Age  38.  Sudden  onset  eclampsia  a few  minutes  after  apparently  normal 
labour.  Doctor  called,  but  death  occurred  an  hour  later.  No  albuminuria  two  weeks 
before  labour,  but  specimens  of  urine  were  obtained  with  difficulty  and  patient  refused 
midwife’s  strong  recommendation  to  attend  ante-natal  clinic. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given  on  page  33  that  attend, 
ances  at  these  centres  have  increased  very  considerably  during  recent 
years.  This  has  created  its  own  problems  because  when  the  average 
number  of  children  to  be  seen  by  a doctor  at  each  session  gets  beyond 
a certain  point,  the  quality  of  the  work  done  must  suffer.  Definite 
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efforts  are  now  being  made  to  adjust  our  methods  to  the  altered 
circumstances  in  the  hope  that  additional  sessions  may  be  avoided. 
As  I have  said  on  many  previous  occasions,  the  Council  owes  a deep 
debt  of  gratitude  to  the  various  voluntary  associations,  without  whose 
constant  help  indeed  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  our  work  on 
the  present  lines.  Separate  reports  are  published  by  the  associations 
but  I should  like  to  pay  tribute  here  to  the  value  of  the  assistance  we 
receive. 

At  the  end  of  1935  there  were  five  Centres  : 

1.  Blue  Coat  House,  established  (at  Rosewell  House)  in  1913. 

Sessions  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

2.  Walcot,  at  Snow  Hill  Hall.  Established  in  1918. 

Sessions  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 

3.  Twerton,  at  Oldfield  Park  Baptist  Schoolroom. 

Established  in  1919.  Sessions  on  Wednesday  afternoons. 

4.  Southdown,  at  St.  Barnabas  Hall.  Established  in  1929. 

Sessions  on  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  mornings,  of  each 

month. 

5.  Odd  Down,  at  the  New  Hall.  Established  in  1934 

Sessions  on  first  and  third  Tuesday  mornings  of  each 

month. 


Blue  Coat 
House. 

Walcot. 

Twerton. 

South- 

down. 

Odd 

Down 

Number  of  sessions 

93 

92 

47 

22 

23 

Attendances  of  children 

4147 

3091 

2182 

682 

1080 

New  cases  included  in  above 

233 

160 

103 

24 

61 

Average  attendance  of 
Infants  per  session 

44.6 

33.6 

46.4 

31.0 

47.0 

This  table  shows  that  there  were  11,182  attendances  at  277 
sessions,  an  average  of  40.4  per  session.  (In  1934  the  figures  were 
10,065  ; 278  ; and  36.2). 

SUPPLY  OF  MILK  TO  NECESSITOUS  MOTHERS  AND 

CHILDREN. 

For  several  years  past  there  has  been  a tendency  for  the  amount  of 
free  milk  granted  under  the  Council’s  scheme  to  increase  and  the  total  for 
1935  was  the  highest  yet  recorded.  (See  also  page  33).  There  has 
been  no  change  in  the  conditions  under  which  applications  are  accepted 
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and  careful  inquiries  are  made  in  every  case.  Though  much  could 
probably  be  said  about  the  economic  factors  which  govern  the  situation, 
no  one  who  is  familiar  with  what  is  being  done  can  doubt  that  the 
immediate  results  to  the  infants  concerned  are  of  great  and  lasting 
value. 

Average 


1935 

1934 

1931-35 

Average  daily  number  of  individuals 

receiving  free  milk 

382 

330 

316 

Average  daily  distribution  in  gallons 

(dried  milk  counted  as  if  reconstituted) 

45 

39 

38 

Approximate  cost  for  year  ended 

31st  March  following 

£1.747 

£1,542 

£1,375 

Dental  Service.  By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee  the 
School  Dental  Department  is  available  for  the  treat- 
ment of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  the  Saturday  morning 
sessions  are  a permanent  part  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
scheme.  The  figures  for  1935  include  the  following: — 


Number  of  sessions  ...  ...  ...  44 

New  patients  called  to  Clinic  ...  ...  79 

Patients  actually  attended  (50  new  and  18  old)  ...  68 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  225 

Extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  337 

Fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Scalings  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dentures  (12  patients)  ...  ...  ...  22 

Dentures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 


Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children  is  available 

through  the 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  in  the  maternity  ward  at  the 
Royal  United  Hospital  and  through  the  Public  Assistance  Committee 
at  Frome  Road  House.  Voluntary  agencies  include  the  Bath  Vigilance 
and  Rescue  Association  Home  at  12,  Walcot  Parade  and  the  Salvation 
Army. 
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Health  Visitors.  There  are  three  whole-time  Health  Visitois,  and 

one  half-time  assistant  whose  work  is  mainly 
confined  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  All  are  fully  trained  nurses. 
In  addition  to  the  ordinary  home  visiting — perhaps  the  most  valuable 
single  factor  in  the  Council’s  Child  Welfare  scheme — each  Health 
Visitor  helps  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  acts  as  a visitor  under 
the  Infant  Life  Protection  clauses  of  the  Children  Acts  (see  below). 

The  visits  paid  during  1935  were  as  follows  : 

To  children  under  one  year  ...  •••  3,870 

To  children  between  one  and  five  ...  5,709 

Others  •••  •••  •••  1,120 

10,699 


Infant  Life  Protection.  The  duties  laid  down  in  Part  I of  the 

Children  Act  as  amended  by  the  Children 
and  Young  Persons  Act  of  1932  are  carried  out  by  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee.  With  certain  exceptions,  persons  who 
undertake  or  intend  to  undertake  for  reward  the  nursing  and  mainten- 
ance of  one  or  more  children  under  nine  years  of  age  must  give  notice 
of  the  fact  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  necessary  enquiries 
are  made  by  him  and  by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  follow  up  each  case  by 
regular  visits  to  the  homes.  The  Local  Authority  has  power  to  fix 
the  number  of  infants  to  be  retained  in  any  house  and  to  order  removal 
for  non-compliance  with  conditions  described  in  the  Acts.  The  only 
Home  under  private  ownership  existing  primarily  for  the  care  of 
infants  in  Bath  was  removed  to  another  town  during  1935.  This 
accounts  in  the  main  for  the  smaller  number  of  children  on  the  Register. 


Number  of  Names 

Foster  Parents. 

Infants 

On  Register  at  end  of  1934 

30 

52 

Added  during  the  year 

15 

41 

Removed  during  the  year 

13 

59 

On  Register  December  31st,  1935 

32 

34 

One  of  the  children  was  under  the  care  of  more  than  one  foster 
parent  during  the  year. 
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Orthopaedic  Treatment.  The  following  figures  refer  to  non-tuber- 

culous  infants  below  school  age  dealt  with 
under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  scheme  during  1935  : — 
Patients  who  received  residential  treatment  at 
the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Attendances  at  After-Care  Clinic  ...  ...  261 

Attendances  at  Massage  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  381 

A more  complete  account  of  our  very  comprehensive  scheme 
for  dealing  with  orthopaedic  defects  in  children  may  be  found  in  my 
Report  to  the  Education  Authority  for  1935,  pages  16  to  20.  ' 

Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes.  The  Nursing  Homes  Registration 

Act,  1927,  came  into  force  on 
July  1st,  1928,  and  replaces  Part  IX  of  the  Bath  Corporation  Act, 
1925.  At  the  end  of  1935  there  were  21  Homes  registered,  4 taking 
maternity  cases  only,  9 non-maternity  cases,  and  8 both  kinds.  No 
applications  were  refused.  One  of  the  Homes  is  in  effect  a private 
hospital  with  about  50  beds ; 2 are  equipped  for  all  types  of  work, 
surgical  as  well  as  medical ; 7 are  ordinary  nursing  homes  with  from 
six  to  twelve  beds  and  catering  mainly  for  medical  cases ; 7 are 
similar  but  smaller  homes  with  less  than  six  beds ; and  4 are  small 
maternity  homes  charging  comparatively  low  fees.  Two  of  the  homes 
are  under  the  same  management  in  adjacent  but  separate  houses.  The 
Forbes  Fraser  Hospital  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act. 

All  the  Homes  are  inspected  regularly  by  one  of  the  medical 
officers.  All  are  well  conducted,  though  in  a small  number  of  cases 
careful  supervision  is  found  necessary  to  secure  what  we  consider  a 
proper  standard.  Bye-laws  under  section  4 have  not  so  far  been 
adopted,  but  those  relating  to  maternity  homes  drawn  up  under  the 
Bath  Act  of  1925  are  still  in  force. 

Nursing  Maternity  Combined 


Homes 

only. 

Homes 

only. 

Nursing  & 
Maternity. 

On  Register  at  beginning  of  1935  ... 

9 

4 

8 

Applications  during  1935 

2 

0 

0 

Number  registered 

Cancelled  through  closure  or  removal 

2 

0 

0 

of  Home 

0 

0 

Removed  to  another  category 

0 

0 

0 

icontd.) 
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Appeals  and  applications  for 

exemption  ...  ...  0 0 0 

Registered  at  end  of  1935  ...  9 4 8 

•One  closure  and  one  removal. 

“BIRTH  CONTROL”  CLINIC. 

This  Clinic  is  carried  on  in  accordance  with  the  standards  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health — that  is  to  say,  that  advice  in  regard 
to  contraception  is  limited  to  those  married  women  attending  the 
Council’s  Centres  for  whom  further  pregnancy  is  considered  likely  on 
medical  grounds  to  be  detrimental  to  health.  It  is  under  the  adminis- 
trative control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  through  whom  all 
arrangements  must  be  made.  Selected  patients  are  referred  for 
appropriate  advice  to  a lady  doctor  practising  in  Bath.  They  are 
seen  at  her  surgery  and  she  receives  from  the  Council  a fixed  fee  for 
each  case. 

Sixteen  cases  were  seen  at  the  Clinic  in  1935 — one  less  than  in 
1934.  Six  others  who  were  advised  to  attend  failed  to  keep  the 
appointments  made  for  them.  All  who  went  were  considered  suitable 
for  instruction  in  contraceptive  methods.  Two  had  tuberculosis,  one 
heart  disease,  one  was  a deaf  mute  with  a tuberculous  family  history, 
and  the  remaining  twelve  suffered  from  excessive  debility  or  anaemia 
usually  following  too  frequent  pregnancies,  associated  in  four  cases 
with  varicose  veins,  in  one  with  epilepsy  and  in  one  with  a tuberculous 
family  history. 

No  figures  are  available  at  the  moment  to  show  how  far  the 
advice  given  has  been  followed,  but  an  enquiry  on  this  point  is  to 
be  made.  Probably  a higher  percentage  of  .successes  will  be  achieved 
in  a clinic  conducted  by  a voluntary  association  than  in  a municipal 
one  because  there  will  be  a larger  proportion  of  women  with  intelligence 
and  perseverance  who  attend  on  their  own  initiative  for  economic  and 
other  non-medical  reasons.  It  is  an  unfortunate  fact  that  while  our 
present  methods  can  be  of  enormous  value  to  individual  women  anxious 
to  benefit  by  them,  the  people  who  in  the  public  interest  most  need 
to  limit  their  families — and  these  are  relatively  numerous  at  municipal 
clinics — are  the  very  ones  least  capable  of  carrying  out  the  instructions 
given.  It  will  be  a long  time  yet  before  results  of  appreciable  import- 
ance from  a eugenic  point  of  view  are  obtained. 
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ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  ACT,  1926. 

At  the  request  of  the  Magistrates  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  has  agreed  to  act  as  “ guardian  ad  litem  ” under 
Section  8 of  the  Act  in  connection  with  cases  coming  before  the  Court 
of  Summary  Jurisdiction  in  Bath.  Investigations  are  made  by  me 
personally  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  and  a written  report  is  sent 
for  the  information  of  the  Magistrates. 

During  1935  the  number  of  cases  to  be  investigated  fell  to 
7 — making  113,  or  an  average  of  just  over  tw'elve  since  the  present 
procedure  was  commenced  in  1927.  In  three  of  these,  permanent 
adoption  had,  in  effect,  already  occurred  and  the  application  was 
designed  simply  to  give  it  legal  sanction.  Except  in  one  case  where 
the  husband  was  under  25  and  therefore  precluded  by  the  Act,  the 
applications  were  made  jointly  by  married  couples.  Four  of  the 
children  were  illegitimate  and  in  one  of  the  others  the  husband  of  the 
mother  denied  paternity.  The  ages  were:  under  1,  four;  1 to  4, 
three.  Three  were  boys  and  four  girls.  All  the  applications  were 
granted  unconditionally.  None  of  the  infants  were  related  in  any  way 
to  the  applicants. 

It  has  been  suggested  recently,  though  not  as  far  as  I know  in 
Bath,  that  the  Act  is  sometimes  abused  in  a way  detrimental  to  the 
children  concerned.  I have  not  yet  followed  up  our  cases  s)'^stem- 
atically,  but  my  general  impression  is  that  locally  the  Act  has  met  the 
need  for  which  it  was  designed  in  a satisfactory  manner.  I am  in 
close  touch  with  the  local  branch  ot  one  of  the  national  societies 
dealing  with  adoptions  and  am  much  impressed  by  the  very  careful 
way  in  which  their  cases  are  handled. 


Summary  of  fij^ures  relating  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

for  ten  years,  1926-35. 


1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

1932. 

1931. 

Average 

1926-30. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 

New  patients  .... 

383 

359 

301 

324 

316 

256 

Total  attendances 

1523 

1371 

1188 

1245 

1084 

694 

Midwives  : 

Number  practising 

30 

25 

26 

28 

26 

23 

Confinements  attended 

748 

002 

647 

589 

633 

610 
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No  doctor  

. 319 

273 

304 

309 

359 

374 

Doctor  engaged 

, 142 

123 

124 

64 

64 

61 

Doctor  called  in 

. 287 

266 

219 

216 

210 

181 

(Registered  births 

839 

802 

811 

829 

840 

861) 

City  Midwives  cases  (in- 
cluded above) 

266 

293 

282 

279 

338 

380 

Claims  under  Section  14 
of  Midwives  Act, 
1918  

;C395 

£394 

£347 

£425 

£363 

£312 

Maternity  Ward  : 

Number  of  admissions 

227 

163 

165 

110= 

•=  117- 

101- 

Health  Visitors  : 

Total  visits  

10,699 

10,415 

10,914 

10,795 

10,094 

10,277 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 
Total  attendances : 

11,182 

10,065 

9035 

8314 

7749 

6336 

New  cases 

581 

500 

537 

579 

573 

520 

Average  per  session 

40.4 

36.2 

36.1 

39.4 

36.9 

33.0 

Supply  of  Milk  ; 

Average  daily  number 
of  individuals  assisted 

382 

330 

335 

313 

229 

135 

Approximate  cost  (to 
31st  March  following) 

£1747 

£1542 

£1384 

£1264 

£936 

£685 

Adoption  of  Children  : 
Cases  investigated 

7 

16 

12 

13 

9 

14| 

Nursing  Homes  : 
Number  registered 

21 

21 

20 

20 

20 

Birth  Control  Clinic : 
Number  of  cases 

16 

17 

18 

15 

12 

" These  figures  refer  to  the  Rivers  Street  Maternity  Home, 
t Average,  4 years,  1927-30, 

A similar  table  for  the  years  1926-30  is  printed  on  page  52  of  the 
Annual  Report  for  1930, 
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Section  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  In  my  last  Report  I referred  to  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
Committee  had  been  confronted  as  a result  of  the  severe 
drought  of  1934,  and  of  the  methods  adopted  to  prevent  their 
recurrence.  No  restrictions  of  any  kind  were  imposed  during  1935, 
nor  are  they  likely  to  be  needed  in  future. 

Bath’s  water  supply  is  obtained  from  springs  which  flow  out  at 
two  geological  levels,  at  the  bases  of  the  upper  and  lower  oolites. 
The  higher  and  more  superficial  springs  respond  more  quickly  to 
changes  in  the  rainfall  than  the  deep  ones.  Frequent  analyses  are  made 
of  all  the  chief  sources  by  the  Waterworks  Committee.  Expressed  in 
parts  per  100,000  the  total  dissolved  solids  are  usually  from  30  to  40  ; 
the  earthy  carbonates  between  20  and  25  ; and  the  hardness  from  20 
to  30.  Nitrates  and  poisonous  metals  are  absent.  The  water  is 
sterilised  and  is  practically  free  from  organisms  of  any  kind.  Typical 
detailed  analyses  have  been  given  frequently  in  previous  Reports,  e.g., 
1934,  page  28,  and  1932,  page  32. 

The  four  collecting  and  seven  service  reservoirs  have  an  aggregate 
capacity  of  63,151,000  gallons.  This  includes  51,971,137  gallons  at 
Monkswood  and  9,334,564  at  Batheaston. 

Swimming  Baths.  The  re-organisation  of  the  arrangements  at  the 

New  and  the  Royal  Baths  referred  to  last  year 
has  been  put  in  hand,  and  is  likely  to  be  completed  during  the  summer 
of  1936.  The  new  plant  provides  for  sterilisation  and  filtration,  and 
the  water  will  comply  fully  with  modern  standards  of  cleanliness  and 
purity. 

The  question  of  further  facilities  for  swimming  in  Bath  was 
considered  at  length  by  the  Council  during  1935,  and  referred  to  the 
Health  Committee  for  report.  Important  schemes  are  likely  to  be 
placed  before  the  Council  in  the  near  future. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  only  point  to  note  is  the  construction 

of  new  humus  tanks  at  the  Saltford 
Sewage  Works.  These  have  led  to  a definite  improvement  in  the 
character  of  the  effluent. 
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Rivers  and  Streams.  Constant  watch  is  kept  both  by  the  Sanitary 

Inspectors  and  the  City  Engineer’s  Department 
to  prevent  avoidable  pollution  of  the  Avon  and  other  smaller  streams. 
No  serious  nuisances  likely  to  affect  health  arose  in  the  City  during 
1935.  The  question  of  the  flooding  of  the  Avon  is  receiving  the 
careful  attention  of  the  River  Avon  Catchment  Board,  and  the  Council 
is  now  considering  a scheme  suggested  by  the  Board  which  has  as  its 
object  a material  reduction  in  the  severity  of  the  floods. 

Closet  Accommodation.  An  adequate  system  of  water  closets  is 

in  use  in  nearly  the  whole  area.  Only  in 
out-lying  districts  are  there  a few  cesspools  and  earth  closets.  During 
1935  no  conversions  took  place,  but  the  Inspectors  were  instrumental 
in  having  10  new  water  closets  constructed  and  15  old  ones  replaced 
by  more  modern  types. 

Public  Cleansing.  It  is  a matter  of  regret  that  the  comprehensive 

scheme  for  re-organising  the  method  of  refuse 
collection  has  not  yet  matured.  The  need  is  urgent,  but  the  Committee 
have  so  far  been  prevented  by  unexpected  obstacles  atrd  delays  from 
carrying  out  their  original  intentions. 

Disposal  of  the  Dead.  Great  progress  was  made  with  the  new 
cemetery  at  Haycombe,  which  is  likely  to  be 
completed  during  1936.  Public  opinion  in  favour  of  cremation  is 
growing,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  it  is  sufficiently 
strong  to  make  the  Committee  feel  justified  in  providing  a crematorium 
on  the  site. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  Full  details  may  be  found  in  the 

Chief  Inspector’s  Report  on  pages 
53  to  73  and  no  further  reference  is  needed  here. 

Smoke  Abatement.  See  page  70. 

Schools.  Matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  Schools  are  referred 
to  in  my  Report  to  the  Education  Authority.  The  fact 
that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Officer  enables 
a very  close  co-operation  between  the  Health  and  School  Medical 
Departments  to  be  secured, 
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Section  D. 


HOUSING. 

The  year  1935  was  one  of  much  activity  in  regard  to  Housing 
questions,  both  nationally  and  locally.  Our  own  efforts  were  largely 
concerned  during  the  first  quarter  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  official 
enquiry  (see  below)  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  with  the  over- 
crowding survey  necessary  under  the  1935  Housing  Act.  A great  deal 
of  other  work  was  also  done,  however,  in  connection  with  individual 
unfit  houses  suitable  for  action  under  Section  17  or  19  of  the  1930 
Act,  and  with  basement  dwellings. 

Slum  Clearance  Schemes.  The  Council’s  five-year  scheme  was 

referred  to  at  some  length  in  my 
Report  for  1933  and  full  details  are  given  in  the  Council  Minutes 
for  1934,  pages  71-77  and  263-266.  It  was  proposed  to  define  a 
number  of  clearance  areas  in  various  parts  of  the  city  containing 
in  all  261  houses  and  inhabited  by  about  896  persons.  More  than  half 
the  houses  were  included  in  the  Dolemeads  and  Wood  Street  areas 
and  in  June,  1934,  the  Council  decided  to  take  steps  to  obtain 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  enabling  them  to  deal  with  these  two 
districts  first.  For  technical  reasons  the  houses  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wood  Street  were  divided  into  three  groups,  though  actually  they 
are  all  close  together.  The  official  enquiry  by  an  Inspector  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  was  held  in  March,  1935,  and  occupied  six  days  in 
all.  The  Minister’s  decision  is  indicated  in  the  following  summary  : — 

Wood 

Dolemeads.  Street. 


Number  of  houses  in  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order  as  asked  for  by  the  Council  ...  82  63 

Excluded  from  Order  and  Clearance  Area...  2^  2*^’ 

Excluded  from  Clearance  Area  but  remain- 
ing in  Order  for  purchase  by  the  Council  14=  8 

Accepted  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  ,,,  66  53^ 

(contd,) 
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Estimated  number  of  inhabitants  in 

Council’s  scheme  ...  ...  241  222 

Number  of  acres  in  Council’s  scheme  ...  1.92  1.12 

NOTES,  a.  In  accordance  with  previous  agreed  arrangement  between  Councij 
and  owners. 

b.  Wood  Street  No.  2 Order  referred  to  these  two  houses  only  and  it  was 
not  confirmed. 

c.  One  of  these  was  not  an  inhabited  house. 

d.  All  included  in  Wood  Street  No.  1 Order.  Wood  Street  No.  3 Order 
(Oxford  Buildings  and  Court  and  four  houses  on  main  road)  was 
confirmed  without  modification. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1935  : — 

By  the  Local  Authority  ... 

By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  216 

216 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  559 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1460 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (e.xclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  221 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  348 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year'- — 

a.  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing  - 
Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

b.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  382 

(2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 
{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

c.  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  — 

d.  Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(15  underground  rooms  were  dealt  with  informally). 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit... 


Section  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food.  See  pages  59  to  70. 


Section  F. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

An  analysis  of  notifications  received  and  cases  removed  to 
hospital  during  1935  in  relation  to  the  age  and  sex  of  the  patients 
is  given  on  page  76.  On  page  7,  notifications,  attack-rates,  deaths  and 
death-rates,  of  the  principal  diseases  are  summarised  and  the  figures 
compared  with  similar  ones  for  previous  years.  Further  details  in 
regard  to  particular  diseases  are  given  below. 

Diphtheria.  Twelve  cases  only  were  notified — the  lowest  number 
recorded  for  over  40  years.  The  history  of  this  disease 
in  Bath  in  1935  was  rather  curious  and  is  worth  describing  in  some 
detail.  Except  for  one  relating  to  a mild  nasal  case  on  January  5th  not 
a single  notification  was  received  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year. 
Towards  the  end  of  June  a child  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  died  a few 
hours  after  removal  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  of  acute  tonsillitis.  During 
the  first  three  weeks  of  July,  15  patients  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
were  found  to  be  K.L.B.  +,  but  only  two  showed  clinical  signs  (slight 
nasal  discharge).  All  cleared  up  with  treatment  and  no  more  cases 
occurred  later.  Then  on  July  23rd,  within  an  hour,  we  were  notified 
of  two  extremely  acute  but  apparently  unconnected  cases  in  private 
houses  in  the  city.  One  died  before  removal  could  take  place  and  the 
other  a few  days  later.  During  the  rest  of  the  year  there  were  seven 
comparatively  mild  cases  occurring  at  irregular  intervals. 
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Antitoxin  is  always  available  at  the  Health  Office  for  use  by 
private  practitioners  and  is  supplied  free  of  charge  in  suitable  cases. 
24,000  units  in  all  were  distributed  in  1935.  Apart  from  this,  it  is  of 
course  freely  used  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  where  the  dose  given 
usually  varies  from  8,000  units  in  a mild  case  to  20,000  or  more  in 
a severe  one. 

Except  for  the  staff  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  has  not  been  carried  out  through  the  Health 
Department.  Although  a high  degree  of  protection  can  be  promised 
to  individuals  treated,  the  best  results  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
community  are  only  likely  to  follow  if  a large  measure  of  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  parents  can  be  secured.  That  we  should  obtain  this 
under  existing  conditions  seemed  highly  improbable.  We  are  always 
prepared  to  immunise  any  children  whose  parents  desire  it. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  total  notifications  numbered  89,  as  compared  wfith 
124,  207  and  118  in  the  three  preceding  years.  The 
cases  were  generally,  though  not  always,  of  a mild  type  and  no  deaths 
were  recorded. 

Between  the  middle  of  October,  1934  and  early  March,  1935, 
a series  of  at  least  16  cases  occurred  in  the  preparatory  department 
of  a large  boarding  school  for  boys  in  the  city.  Isolation  or  removal 
of  carriers  of  haemolytic  streptococci  was  carried  out,  but  it  was  not 
until  this  was  associated  with  school  closure  that  the  outbreak  ceased. 
The  main  school  fortunately  escaped  entirely,  but  the  continuance  of 
the  epidemic  over  a period  of  about  five  months  was  naturally  a cause 
of  much  anxiety  to  the  school  authorities  and  to  ourselves. 

We  have  again  been  impressed  by  the  absence  of  any  clear 
cut  clinical  distinction  between  typical  scarlet  fever  and  certain 
streptococcal  throat  affections  which,  while  they  may  or  may  not 
produce  a skin  reaction,  are  found  to  be  capable  of  originating  typical 
scarlet  fever  in  a contact.  Our  experience  suggests  that  it  is  wise 
to  treat  cases  in  which  the  diagnosis  of  scarlet  fever  has  to  be  considered 
seriously  as  if  they  were  in  fact  that  disease,  but  the  difficulty  of  control 
under  such  conditions  is  evident. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  No  cases  were  notified. 
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Small-pox.  No  cases  were  notified.  We  have  an  arrangement  with 
the  Wilts  County  Council  by  which  patients  can  be  moved 
to  a special  Hospital  in  the  County.  See  Report  for  1928,  page  11. 

Vaccination.  About  six  out  of  every  seven  infants  born  in  Bath 
remain  unvaccinated. 

Influenza.  Nine  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  disease  as  compared 
with  five  in  1934  and  an  average  of  49  for  the  preceding 

three  years. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Thirteen  notifications  were  received  but 

all  the  patients  recovered  without  loss  of 
vision.  See  Table  on  page  77.  The  Health  Visitors  follow  up  cases 
of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  very  carefully  to  ensure  that  adequate 
medical  attention  is  obtained. 


Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Twenty-two  cases  were 

notified, all  as  “pyrexia.” 
Eighteen  of  the  patients  received  treatment  at  the  Royal  United 
Hospital. 

No  cases  of  dysentery,  psittacosis,  or  anthrax  were  known  to 
have  occurred. 


Notification.  The  following  is  a 
Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup. 

Typhoid  (Enteric  and  Para- 
Typhoid  Fever). 
Puerperal  Fever. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Erysipelas. 

Smallpox. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 


list  of  notifiable  diseases  in  Bath  : — 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 
Plague. 

Cholera. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Malaria. 

Dysentery. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 
Acute  Polio-Encephalitis. 
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Disinfection  of  rooms  occupied  by  patients  suffering  from  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria  is  carried  out  as  soon  as  the  patient  is 
removed  to  Hospital,  or  is  stated  by  the  doctor  to  have  recovered. 
Routine  disinfection  is  also  undertaken  in  connection  with  tuberculosis. 
We  are  also  prepared  to  disinfect  after  cancer  or  severe  sepsis  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  doctor,  with  or  without  a small  charge 
according  to  circumstances.  In  this  connection  it  will  be  seen  from 
the  table  on  page  59  that  230  rooms  in  196  houses  were  disinfected. 

Facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  persons  and  disinfection  of  clothing 
infested  with  vermin  are  provided  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the 
Destructor  Works,  but  they  are  seldom  required. 


For  Hospital  procedure  and  administration  see  page  44. 


For  Tuberculosis,  Venereal 
52. 

Diseases,  and 

Cancer,  see 

pages  46 

C.\3ES  OF  Infectious  Disease  Notified,  Admittances  to 
Hospital,  and  Deaths  during  the  Year  1935. 

Cases 

Total  Cases  admitted  to  Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

89 

83 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

12 

24''*- 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

22 

18 

1 

Pneumonia 

32 

23 

13 

Erysipelas 

18 

11 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

13 

2 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Acute  Anterior  Polio-myelitis  . 

1 

1 

— 

Malaria 

* Including 

1 

13  “carriers.” 

— 

— 

An  analysis  of  cases  under  age  groups  will  be  found  on  page  76 
and  for  deaths  on  pages  74  and  75. 
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LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  City  undertakes  the  following  pathological  examinations 
free  of  charge  for  private  practitioners  : (a)  throat  and  nose  swabs  ; 
(b)  blood  and  other  material  in  suspected  typhoid  ; (c)  sputum  for 
tubercle  bacillus;  (d)  sputum  in  pneumonia  (added  1935)  ; (e)  blood 
specimens  and  slides  in  suspected  venereal  disease ; (f)  for  certain 
other  conditions,  including  puerperal  pyrexia. 

In  addition  a considerable  number  of  investigations  are  made  in 
connection  with  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  School  Clinics,  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  and  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  the 
Royal  United  Hospital. 

Pathological  Examinations.  The  following  table  indicates  the 

nature  and  extent  of  the  examina- 
tions made  during  1935  and  also  the  places  where  they  were  under- 
taken ;-  - 


Examinations 

Positive.  Negative. 

Total 

h 

Diphtheria  Bacillus 

9 ....  469 

....  478 

h 

do.  Virulence 

— ....  

— 

ab 

Gonococcus 

17  ....  41 

-.  58 

a 

Wassermann  Reaction  . .. 

...  144 

b 

Typhoid  Group  .... 

— ....  5 

5 

c 

Tubercle  Bacillus — sputum 

....  222 

b 

do.  — inoculation  test  .... 

1 

d 

Ringworm  Fungus 

* 

b 

Blood  count  and  Haemo- 

globin estimation 

5 

b 

Blood — sedimentation  test 

1 

b 

do.  — sugar  tolerance  test 

1 

b 

do.  — urea  estimation 

.... 

2 

b 

Pus  for  organisms 

1 

b 

Analysis  of  Urine 

....  10 

a Bristol  University  Department  of  Preventive  Medicine. 
h Bath  Central  Laboratory.  c Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

d School  Clinic, 


* Exact  numbers  not  available. 
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Total  numbers  for 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

Diphtheria  Bacillus 

478 

814 

1365 

1375 

893 

Gonococcus 

58 

58 

66 

59 

63 

Wassermann  Reaction 

144 

140 

105 

127 

114 

Tubercle  Bacillus 

222 

288 

181 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

A full  description  of  the  new  Hospital,  with  illustrations  and 
plans,  was  included  in  my  last  Report.  It  will  be  sufficient  here  to 
give  a brief  summary. 

The  Hospital  stands  on  an  area  of  about  seven  acres  on  Claverton 
Down,  three  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  at  a height  of 
500  feet  above  sea  level. 

Accommodation  is  provided  for  70  patients  in  four  blocks,  one 
of  which  is  a cubicle  block  with  ten  rooms.  Altogether  there  are  22 
separate  wards  or  rooms,  so  that  a considerable  variety  of  diseases  and 
complications  can  be  admitted. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  Mayor’s  Employment  Scheme 
for  supplying  us  with  labour  to  help  in  the  laying  out  of  the  grounds. 
The  work  in  question  was  not  essential  from  the  point  of  view  of 
hospital  administration  and  would  probably  not  have  been  undertaken 
by  the  Committee.  It  has,  however,  made  an  immense  improvement  in 
the  general  appearance  of  the  grounds  and  we  are  most  grateful.  It 
may  be  added  that  in  connection  with  King  George  V.’s  Jubilee  the 
Chairman  of  the  Hospital  Committee  planted  a commemoration  oak  . 
and  a flag  staff  was  erected  in  a suitable  situation. 


Hospital  Statistics.  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1935. 


Cases  admitted  as  : 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  Carriers 
Chicken-pox 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Mumps 

Observation  ... 


Number. 
City.  Rural. 
12  1 

84  15 

13  — 

5 1 

6 — 

3 

3 — 

11  — 


Deaths. 

City.  Rural. 
1 — 


45 


Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

17 

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  (other) 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

9 

1 

2 

1 

Influenza 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dermatitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tonsillitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Chorea 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

170 

18 

5 

1 

Number  of 

Average  daily 

Monthly  average 

“ patient-days  ” 

No.  in  Hospital. 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

1931  ...  7276 

20.0 

33 

9 

1932  ...  8999 

24.5 

36 

13 

1933  ...  12686 

34.7 

45 

26 

1934  ...  7977 

21.8 

33 

13 

1935  ...  6825 

18.7 

27 

13 

For  similar  summary  showing 

use  made  of  Hospital  during  each 

of  the  20  years,  1911-1930,  see  page  39  of  1930  Report. 

Clinical  Notes,  1935.  In  four  cases  sent  in  as  scarlet  fever  the 

diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  in  hospital.  In 
one  case  the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria  was  changed  to  acute  tonsillitis. 

One  child  who  developed  chicken-pox  in  hospital  probably 
contracted  it  before  admission. 

There  were  no  cross  infections. 

Five  scarlet  fever  cases  developed  secondary  rashes  considered 
to  be  genuine  relapses.  They  occurred  about  the  46th,  36th,  32nd, 
34th  and  39th  days. 

Observation  ca.ses.  One  child  was  transferred  to  the  Royal 
United  Hospital  and  died  there  later  of  influenzal  meningitis.  In 
four  cases  it  seemed  possible  to  exclude  a diagnosis  of  tuberculosis. 
Four  patients  possibly  suffering  from  scarlet  fever,  one  from  diphtheria^ 
and  one  from  whooping  cough,  were  considered  not  to  have  h^d  these 
diseases, 
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Twenty  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  admitted  during 
the  year.  Nine  of  these  came  pending  a vacancy  at  Winsley  Sanatorium 
to  which  they  were  transferred.  One  was  discharged  to  Frome  Road 
Infirmary  and  one  died.  Three  patients  suffering  from  tuberculous 
bone  and  joint  disease  and  needing  prolonged  treatment  were  transferred 
from  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  to  be  looked  after  during  the  intervals 
between  more  active  treatment — in  the  aggregate  they  spent  about  81 
weeks  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Patients  were  admitted  by  request  from  other  institutions  in  the 
city  as  follows  : — 

Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  29 : — 
Diphtheria,  3 ; diphtheria  carriers,  13  ; scarlet  fever,  6 
(including  one  staff) ; measles,  1 ; whooping  cough,  4 ; 
observation,  2. 

Royal  United  Hospital,  9 : — scarlet  fever  1 ; chicken-pox,  1 ; 
erysipelas,  3 ; cerebro-spinal  fever,  1 ; chorea,  1 ; whooping 
cough,  1 ; observation  (staff),  1. 

Royal  Mineral  Water  Hospital,  1 erysipelas. 

Forbes  Fraser  Hospital,  1 scarlet  fever. 

Training  college,  1 chicken-pox. 

Boys’  boarding  school,  11  scarlet  fever. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Superintendent 
and  is  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  patients.  Cases  of  infectious 
disease  from  the  Bathavon  Rural  District  and  occasionally  from  other 
areas  are  admitted  by  arrangement. 

The  whole  of  the  nursing  staff  is  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

CANCER. 

Under  a scheme  sanctioned  by  the  Council  in  192.5  (see  Council 
Minutes  for  that  year,  pages  751-754)  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
able  to  arrange  in  suitable  cases  for  extra  nursing  assistance  at  home, 
extra  domestic  help,  admission  if  necessary  to  special  hospitals,  the 
provision  of  dressings  and  disinfectants,  and  in  general  terms  to  ensure 
as  far  as  possible  that  no  sufferer  fails  to  obtain  treatment  likely  to  be 
of  value  for  the  cure  of  the  disease  or  the  mitigation  of  its  effects, 
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In  connection  with  this  scheme  there  were  59  names  on  the 
register  during  1935— the  highest  number  yet  recorded.  Of  these,  22 
had  been  brought  forward  from  1934.  During  the  year  28  patients 
are  known  to  have  died,  1 left  the  city,  2 were  apparently  cured,  and 
5 were  no  longer  in  need  of  as.sistance.  These  were  all  removed  from 
the  list,  leaving  23  on  our  books  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Assistance 
was  actually  given  to  55  patients.  In  45  cases  the  cost  of  home 
nursing  undertaken  by  the  staff  of  the  District  Nursing  Association 
was  paid  for  by  the  Council  at  the  agreed  rate  of  9d.  a visit.  The  total 
number  of  visits  amounted  to  2,324,  but  the  number  varied  from  5 to 
280  in  individual  instances.  The  patients  were  not  in  a position  to 
pay  nursing  fees  and  no  insurance  money  was  available  for  the 
purpose.  Twenty-three  patients  were  supplied  with  dressings  aud 
disinfectants  through  the  Health  Office.  In  two  instances  hospital 
maintenance  fees  were  paid  while  the  patients  were  undergoing  radium 
treatment,  in  three  cases  arrangements  for  out-patient  radium  treat- 
ment at  Bristol  were  made,  and  three  patients  were  helped  with 
railway  fares  for  special  treatment  in  London. 

BLIND  PERSONS 

The  Blind  Persons  Act  of  1920  is  administered  by  the  City 
Council  through  the  Health  Committee  in  conjunction  with  the  Bath 
Society  for  the  Blind.  Since  April  1st,  1934,  relief  has  been  adminis- 
tered direct  by  the  City  Council,  who  also  assumed  control  of  the 
workshop. 

The  number  of  registered  blind  persons  in  the  Cit}'^  at  the  end 
of  March,  1936,  was  175.  About  86  receive  grants,  which  vary  from 
2/-  to  22/6  a week.  The  net  cost  to  the  City,  after  deducting  £218  for 
sale  of  articles  made  at  the  workshop,  was  £2,993. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  scope  of  the  Council’s  scheme  may  be  inferred  from  the 
description  of  the  various  activities  which  are  carried  on.  The  whole 
of  the  work  is  now  done  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Health 
Committee ; the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  charge  of  the  adminis- 
trative side ; one  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  is  the  Clinical 
Tuberculosis  Officer ; and  there  is  a fully  trained  nurse  who  devotes 
all  her  time  to  visiting  patients,  helping  the  doctor  at  the  Dispensary 
and  keeping  records, 


48 


A number  of  interesting  facts  are  disclosed  by  a study  of  the 
notifications  and  deaths  relating  to  the  two  forms  of  the  disease- 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary — during  the  last  five  years  and  the 
last  three  five-yearly  periods. 

During  the  years  1931-1935  there  was  an  uninterrupted  rise  and 
fall,  the  peak  for  notifications  being  reached  in  1933  and  for  deaths  in 
1934.  This  is  true  of  both  types  of  disease  taken  together  and  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  by  itself.  It  is  nearly  true  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  The  year  1935  showed  fewer  deaths  in  both  groups  than 
any  of  the  preceding  three  years  and  fewer  than  the  average  of  either 
of  the  five-yearly  periods  between  1921  and  1930. 

A significant  fact  is  that  1933  was  a peak  year  for  influenzal 
deaths.  Patients  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis  frequently  date  the 
onset  of  the  disease  from  an  attack  of  influenza  and  it  is  at  least 
probable  that  some  of  the  1934  deaths  from  tuberculosis  followed 
influenzal  infections  in  the  previous  year. 

In  spite  of  this  adverse  factor,  however,  the  average  number 
of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  40  during  1931-1935,  as 
compared  with  42  during  1926-30  and  43  during  1921-1925.  It  seems 
clear,  therefore,  that  the  gradual  reduction  in  the  proportion  of  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  which  has  been  so  constant  a feature  for  many  years 
past  is  still  continuing.  The  incidence  and  mortality  of  tuberculosis 
depends  of  course  on  many  factors,  but  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted 
that  measures  taken  by  public  health  authorities  for  the  specific 
purpose  must  be  of  material  importance. 

Notifications  ; 

Average. 


1935. 

1931-35. 

1926-30. 

1921 

Pulmonary  ... 

57 

80 

67 

79 

Non-pulmonary 

20 

20 

19 

17 

Total 

77 

100 

86 

96 

Of  the  77  notifications  for  1935,  16  pulmonary  and  1 non- 
pulmonary  had  died  by  31st  March,  1936,  7 within  three  months  of 
notification.  Twenty-three  of  them  were  included  among  admissions 
to  sanatoria  during  the  year,  21  to  Winsley  and  2 elsewhere. 

The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  of  Notifications 
on  31st  December,  1935,  was  442.  A year  previously  it  was  465, 
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An  analysis  of  notifications  according  to  age  and  sex  is  given 
on  page  76,  and  a similar  analysis  of  deaths  on  page  74. 

Deaths  : 

Average. 


1935. 

1931-35. 

1926-30. 

1921-25. 

Pulmonary  ... 

36 

40 

42 

43 

Non-pulmonary 

6 

9 

7 

12 

Total  ... 

42 

49 

49 

55 

An  analysis  according  to  age  and  sex  of  the  42  deaths  may  be 
seen  on  page  74. 

Eight  of  the  39  patients  who  died  in  the  city  (there  were  three 
" inward  transfers  ”)  had  not  been  notified — 5 pulmonary  and  3 non- 
pulmonary.  The  ratio  of  non-notified  to  total  deaths  was  21  per 
cent.  Generally  speaking,  notification  is  carried  out  satisfactorily  in 
the  area  and  there  is  no  occasion  for  action  on  the  ground  of  wilful 
neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 

The  Dispensary  is  at  26,  Charles  Street.  Attendances  for  1935 


were  as  follows : — 

1935. 

1934. 

New  cases... 

340 

510 

Return  visits 

2039 

2546 

Milk  and  occasionally  other  food  was  distributed  at  the  Council’s 
expense  to  65  individual  patients  in  1935.  The  cost  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1936,  was  £54. 

During  the  year  the  City  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  paid  2,248 
effective  visits,  as  well  as  being  in  regular  attendance  with  the  Medical 
Officer  at  the  Clinic. 

The  scheme  for  building  a new  Dispensary  adjacent  to  Blue 
Coat  House,  although  on  the  point  of  being  carried  out,  had  to  be 
deferred  pending  a decision  in  regard  to  possible  developments  in 
connection  with  the  Royal  Mineral  Water  Hospital.  In  the  meantime, 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  continue  the  tenancy  of  26,  Charles 
Street.  The  Dispensary  is  used  on  certain  days  by  the  Somerset 
County  Council. 

Sanatorium  Treatment.  The  Council  has  purchased  and  maintains 

14  beds  at  Winsley  Sanatorium.  This 
Institution,  which  is  six  miles  from  the  City,  w^as  founded  in  1904 
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and  now  contains  119  beds.  It  is  intended  for  cases  of  early 
tuberculosis  in  adults  and  is  reserved  almost  exclusively  for  patients 
by  the  Councils  of  Wilts,  Bristol  and  Bath, 

In  addition  to  those  at  Winsley,  a number  of  beds  are  available 
for  tuberculous  disease  in  children  and  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
in  adults  in  institutions  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the 
purpose.  Children  suffering  from  crippling  defects  due  to  tuberculosis 
are  sent  to  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital  at 
Combe  Park.  During  1935,  40  individual  patients  were  discharged 
from  Winsley  on  completion  of  treatment,  4 from  Combe  Park,  5 from 
the  National  Children’s  Home  Sanatorium  at  Harpenden,  1 from 
St.  Barnabas  Home  at  Torquay,  and  1 from  Papworth. 

The  Winsley  patients  were  classified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
that  institution  on  discharge  as  follows  : — 

Fit  for  work  ...  ...  12 

Improved  ...  ...  25 

Not  improved...  ...  3 

No  residential  accommodation  for  cases  of  advanced  tuberculosis 
is  provided  under  the  City  scheme,  but  two  special  wards  are  available 
at  the  Frome  Road  Institution  for  such  patients.  On  the  average 
about  10  beds  were  in  occupation  in  1935. 

General  Observations.  A large  number  of  contacts  of  tuberculous 

patients  were  examined  during  the  year, 
but  none  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease.  • 

In  accordance  with  modern  practice  considerable  use  is  made 
of  X-rays  as  an  aid  to  diagnosis  in  all  types  of  cases. 

Artificial  Light  Treatment  is  available  at  the  City  Bathing 
Establishment,  but  comparatively  little  use  is  made  of  it. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  refills  are  done  by  arrangement  at 
tlie  Winsley  Sanatorium. 

The  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  continues  to  do  work 
of  great  value.  The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  October,  1935, 
refers  to  numerous  forms  in  which  help  was  given,  including  the  supply 
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of  clothing  to  patients  going  to  sanatoria,  the  provision  of  a bed, 
bedding  and  a cot,  the  distribution  of  food  parcels  and  coal  at 
Christmas  time,  financial  assistance  for  surgical  appliances,  the  loan 
of  wheel  chair,  bed  rests  and  air  cushions,  and  so  forth. 

The  Council  owns  two  hut  shelters  and  these  are  in  nearly 
constant  use  for  selected  cases. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925.  No  formal  use  was 
made  of  the  power  given  under  section  158  of  the  Bath  Corporation 
Act,  1925,  the  provisions  of  which  are  similar  to  section  62  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Under  the  Council’s  scheme  provision  is  made  for  free  treatment 
at  the  Royal  United  Hospital  by  a senior  member  of  the  Hospital  staff. 
Three  clinics  are  held  each  week  from  5 to  6.30  p.m.,  on  Tuesdays  for 
women,  and  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  for  men.  Treatment  can  also  be 
obtained  any  other  time,  day  or  night,  if  necessary.  The  cases  dealt 
with  are  mainly  those  from  Bath  and  from  the  neighbouring  parts  of 
Somerset  and  Wilts.  The  Hospital  pays  all  expenses  and  makes  a pro 
rata  charge  on  an  agreed  scale  to  the  authorities  concerned,  the  City’s 
share  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1936,  being  76%  of  the  total. 


1935. 

1934. 

Average 

1931-35 

Number  of  new  patients 

6it 

63 

69 

*Total  number  of  out-patient  attendances... 

1277 

1349 

1361 

t Average  cost  of  each  attendance 

6/9 

5/10 

5/10 

Total  number  of  “ in-patient”  days 

0 

0 

13 

Number  of  doses  of  Salvarsan  substitutes 

282 

224 

361 

NOTES: — seen  by  Medical  Officer — not  "intermediate  treatment."  The 
number  of  irrigations  was  1,781  (2,095  in  1934). 

tYear  ended  31st  March,  following, 

(Syphilis,  23;  Gonorrhoea,  24  ; Soft  Chancre,  0;  Not  Venereal,  17. 

All  the  above  figures  refer  to  Bath  only. 

For  details  as  to  the  number  of  pathological  examinations  made, 
see  page  43. 

The  chief  arsenobenzene  compounds  used  are  Novarsenobillon, 
and  Sulfarsenol. 

A very  small  number  of  Bath  patients  treated  at  Clinics  elsewhere 
are  not  included, 


52 


There  is  a local  branch  of  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council, 
The  City  Council  contributes  financially  to  this  Branch  and  to  head- 
quarters. A number  of  lectures  and  addresses  were  given  during  the 
winter  1935-36.  These  and  other  activities  are  referred  to  in  the 
Branch  Report. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  1935. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a report  on 
the  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for  the 
year  193.5. 

The  Report  is  presented  mostly  in  tabular  form  with  short 
reports  on  the  administration  of  various  Acts  and  Orders. 

The  changes  in  the  staff  during  the  year  are  dealt  with  in 
the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I desire  to  acknowledge  with  sincere  thanks,  my  appreciation 
of  the  cordial  support  which  I have  received  from  the  members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  all  members 
of  the  Staff. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  TYLER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK,  ETC.,  1935 


No.  of  inspections  of  Butchers’  Shops,  Food  Stores,  etc.  . . 229 

,,  ,,  ,,  Canal  Boats  . . . . . . . . 4 

„ „ ,,  Common  Bodging-houses  . . . . 42 

,,  ,,  ,,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  . . 251 

,,  „ ,,  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  , . 211 

,,  ,,  ,,  Houses,  after  infectious  disease  . . 101 

M ,,  „ „ infested  with  Vermin  ..  ..  90 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  owned  by  the  Corporation  125 

„ ,,  „ ,,  occupied  by  prospective  Council 

House  tenants  ..  ..  118 

„ ,,  ,,  ,,  on  receipt  of  application  for  a 

Council  House  . . . . 81 

,,  ,,  „ Offensive  Trade  Premises  . . . . 38 

,,  ,,  Piggeries  . . . . . . . . 127 

„ „ ,,  Streams  in  respect  of  pollution,  etc.  ..  29 

„ ,,  ,,  Places  of  Public  Entertainment  . . 18 

,,  ,,  „ Out- workers’  Premises  , . . . 5 

,,  ,,  „ Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ..  ..  19 

.,  ,,  under  the  Rats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  756 

„ ,,  ,,  Shops  Acts  1912-1934  . . . . 51 

,,  observations  under  the  Public  Health  (Smoke 

Abatement)  Act  . . . . . . 85 

,,  visits  to  Slaughter-houses  . . . . . . . . 2501 

„ Miscellaneous  visits  not  recorded  above  . . . . 7033 

Total  No.  of  inspections,  re-inspections,  visits  of  inquiry,  etc.  11,914 


Notices  Served  : 

Public  Health  Acts,  (a)  Intimation  ..  ..  411 

(b)  Statutory  . . . . 34 

Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925  ..  ..  ..  116 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  . . . . . . 6 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926  ..  ..  ..  12 


Housing  Acts  (see  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health). 


55 

Requiring  cleansing  of  premises 
,,  provision  of  dustbins 

,,  removal  of  manure 

„ closure  of  cellar-dwellings 

,,  lime-washing  of  Common  Lodging-houses 

,,  ,,  Slaughter-houses.. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

,,  abatement  of  overcrowding 


108 

18 

2 

2 

25 

13 

6 


No.  of  smoke  or  other  tests  applied  to  drains  . . . . 447 

,,  new  drains  laid  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  124 

,,  drains  partially  reconstructed  . . . . . . 96 

,,  new  water-waste  preventers  fixed  . . . . . . 54 

,,  water-closets  rebuilt  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

,,  additional  water-closets  provided  , . . . . . 10 

,,  defective  drains,  soil-pipes,  W.C.’s,  etc.  repaired  . . 172 

,,  water  storage  cisterns  abolished  . . . . . . 6 

,,  houses  provided  with  a proper  water  supply  . . . . 1 

,,  samples  of  water  analysed  chemically  and  bacteriologically  5 
,,  premises  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  . . . . 168 

,,  ,,  supplied  with  disinfectants  . . . . . 416 

„ ,,  cleansed,  limewashed,  etc,  . . . . . . 41 

„ Miscellaneous  works  not  classified  above  . . . . 151 

Nuisances  Abated. 

From  defective  water-closets  and  urinals  . . . . . . 183 

,,  ,,  rainwater  pipes,  eaves  gutters,  etc.  ..  132 

,,  ,,  roofs,  walls,  etc.  . . . . . , . . 302 

,,  ,,  sinks,  troughs,  lavatory  basins,  etc.  . . . . 103 

,,  .,  waste  pipes,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  ..  Ill 

,,  ,,  floors  . . . . . . . . . . 154 

,,  ,,  yards  and  outbuildings  ..  ..  ..  117 

,,  „ cesspools..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

,,  „ ventilation  of  premises  . . . . . . 87 

,,  dampness  . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 

,,  offensive  accumulations  . . . . . . . . 62 

,,  smoke  emission  (Industrial)..  ..  ..  ..  15 

,,  „ „ (Domestic)  . . . . . . . . 28 

„ overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . 17 
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In  Common  Lodging-houses  . . . , . . , . 2 

,,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . . . . . . . . 3 

,,  Slaughter-houses  . . . . . . . . . . 43 

,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  etc.  . . . . , . . . 71 

,,  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  . . . . , . 79 

No.  of  complaints  received  and  investigated  . . . . 294 

,,  ,,  referred  to  other  Departments  . . . . 56 


ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES,  Etc. 

Complaints.  During  the  year  294  complaints  were  investigated  and 
appropriate  action  taken. 

Notices.  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  411  Intimation  Notices  and 
34  Statutory  Notices  were  served,  but  in  no  case  were  legal 
proceedings  necessary. 

In  September,  1935,  the  Health  Committee  gave  instructions 
for  the  service  of  notices  under  section  172  of  the  Bath  Corporation 
Act,  1925,  where  premises  were  not  provided  with  a suitable  and 
sufficient  dustbin  or  ashpit.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  108  Intimation 
Notices  were  served  under  this  section,  and  33  had  been  complied  with. 
(During  1930  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  this  direction  and 
only  in  a few  cases  has  it  been  necessary  to  serve  Statutory  Notices). 

Drainage.  This  branch  of  the  work  of  the  Department  continues  to 
receive  considerable  attention  and  apart  from  its  im- 
portance from  a sanitary  aspect,  this  work  is  of  immense  value  in 
connection  with  Rat  Repression.  Details  of  the  various  improvements 
effected  appear  in  the  statistical  report.  There  are  still  a number  of 
premises,  the  drainage  of  which  is  discharged  into  the  River  Avon  or 
into  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal,  and  although  the  solution  of  the 
problem  is  beset  with  certain  difficulties,  the  potential  danger  from 
such  an  arrangement  should  receive  serious  consideration.  In  regard 
to  the  investigations  which  have  been  made  in  this  matter  I beg  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  City  Engineer  for  the  co-operation  of 
his  Department  with  the  Health  Department. 

House  Inspections.  Although  no  house-to-house  inspection  was 

carried  out  during  the  year,  no  less  than  559 
houses  were  inspected  arid  appropriate  action  taken  under  tho  Public 
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Health  Acts  or  the  Housing  Acts  to  render  the  houses  in  all  respects 
fit  for  human  habitation.  (The  statistics  in  respect  of  work  done 
under  the  Housing  Acts  appear  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health). 

Tenls,  Vans  and  Sheds.  Several  caravans  arrived  in  the  City  during 

the  year  but  with  two  exceptions  they 
moved  out  of  the  City  after  only  a short  stay.  Those  remaining  are 
kept  under  observation.  An  application  was  made  by  a party  of 
gipsies  to  pitch  a tent  within  the  City  but  the  application  was  refused 
and  after  a few  weeks  the  gipsies  removed  from  Bath. 

Places  of  Entertainment.  Several  inspections  were  made  to  see 

that  the  heating,  ventilating  and  sanitary 
arrangements  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition.  A few 
minor  defects  were  observed  and  subsequently  remedied  without  any 
undue  delay. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  During  the  year  only  two  Common 

Lodging  Houses  were  in  use  in  the 
City.  Both  were  frequently  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  (Another  house  of  this  type  was  registered  in 
April,  1936). 

Houses-Let-in-Lodgings.  There  are  a large  number  of  houses  of 

this  type  which  are  without  adequate 
facilities  in  the  way  of  sanitary  accommodation,  food  storage  and 
domestic  washing  arrangements,  for  the  various  families  residing 
therein.  The  Bye-laws  made  in  1900  in  respect  of  Houses-let-in- 
Lodgings  in  this  City  were  only  applicable  to  such  houses  where  the 
rooms  were  let  at  certain  rentals,  with  the  result  that  their  application 
was  found  to  be  almost  impracticable.  (The  Ministry  of  Health  Model 
Bye-laws  have  now  been  adopted  and  although  it  is  not  intended 
to  embark  upon  wholesale  administration  of  these  Bye-laws  it  will  be 
possible  to  deal  with  cases  where  the  enforcement  of  the  Bye-laws  is 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  public  health). 

Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877-1884.  At  the  present  time  it  is  not  possible 

to  give  a correct  report,  the  where- 
abouts of  many  of  the  boats  which  had  hitherto  used  the  River  Avon 
and  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal  being  unknown.  No  case  of  infectious 
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disease  was  reported  during  the  year  as  having  occurred  on  a canal 
boat  within  the  City.  Four  boats  were  inspected  but  in  no  case  was 
anyone  living  or  sleeping  aboard. 

VERMIN  DISINFESTATION 

Numerous  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  infestations  of 
premises  with  rats,  mice,  bugs,  fleas,  earwigs,  and  other  pests.  The 
work  carried  out  in  connection  with  rats  and  mice  is  dealt  with  in  that 
section  of  the  Report  dealing  with  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act, 
1919.  Bug  infestations  necessitated  the  fumigation  of  27  houses, 
comprising  80  rooms.  On  the  instructions  of  the  Housing  Committee, 
all  houses  owned  by  the  Corporation  becoming  void  are  inspected  to 
ascertain  whether  they  are  infested  ; similarly,  the  houses  occupied 
by  prospective  Corporation  tenants  are  inspected.  Where  a Corporation 
house  is  found  to  be  infested,  disinfestation  is  carried  out  before 
the  premises  are  again  occupied,  and  where  the  house  occupied  by 
a prospective  Corporation  tenant  is  found  to  be  infested  the  transfer 
is  deferred  until  satisfactory  measures  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  infestation  to  the  Corporation  house.  This  procedure 
has  been  in  operation  since  August,  1935,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  entailed  the  inspection  of  125  Corporation  houses  (5  of  which 
were  found  to  be  infested),  and  118  houses  occupied  by  prospective 
tenants  (4  of  which  were  infested). 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  owners  and  occupiers  to  take  all 
necessary  steps  to  get  rid  of  vermin  from  premises,  and  consequently, 
notices  were  served  where  infestation  was  observed.  In  all  cases  the 
inspectors  give  advice  as  to  the  appropriate  steps  to  be  taken  to 
disinfest  the  premises.  In  two  instances  it  became  necessary  to  serve 
Statutory  Notices  before  adequate  measures  were  taken.  During  the 
year  much  publicity  was  given  in  trade  and  technical  journals  to  the 
successful  use  of  Hydrocyanic  Acid  Gas  and  Orthodichlorbenzene  in 
cases  of  bug  infestations,  but  in  view  of  the  possible  dangers  which 
might  arise,  neither  of  these  substances  were  used  by  this  Department. 

During  the  Summer  many  houses,  particularly  on  the  Corporation 
Housing  Estates,  were  infested  with  earwigs.  The  tenants  were  advised 
how  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  the  pests  to  the  houses,  and  where 
necessary  assistance  was  given  in  connection  with  the  destruction  of 
the  earwigs. 
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DISINFECTION. 

The  following  disinfections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Reason  for  disinfection. 

No.  of 
Premises. 

No.  of 
Rooms. 

Scarlet  Fever 

67 

79 

Tuberculosis 

88 

102 

Diphtheria... 

13 

14 

Cancer 

19 

26 

Other  diseases 

9 

9 

Vermin  infestation  ... 

27 

80 

Total  ... 

223 

310 

Number  of  steam  disinfections  carried  out 

. . . 

...  34 

,,  ,,  premises  supplied  with  disinfectant 

owing  to  floods 

...  304 

„ ,,  premises  supplied  with  disinfectant 

for  other  causes 

...  112 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

The  total  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  analysis  during  the  year  was  240.  This  number 
represents  3.5  samples  for  each  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  City. 
Nineteen,  or  8.9  per  cent.,  of  the  samples  were  reported  as  being 
adulterated. 

The  percentage  of  adulterated  samples  for  the  previous  five  years 
as  compared  with  the  percentages  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
are  as  follows: — 

CITY  OF  BATH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 





Number 

Number 

Percentage 

Number 

Number 

Percentag 

Year 

e.xamined. 

adulterated,  adult'ed. 

examined. 

adult’ed. 

adult'ed. 

1930 

260 

17 

6-5 

136,615 

6,496 

4-8 

1931 

268 

10 

3-7 

136,169 

6,324 

4-6 

1932 

273 

20 

7 3 

137,981 

7,019 

5 1 

1933 

280 

23 

80 

138,171 

7,601 

5-5 

1934 

285 

21 

7.3 

140.583 

7,451 

5 3 

1935 

240 

19 

8.9 

These  results  shew 

that  there  has  been  a 

steady  increase  in  th( 

number  of  adulterated  samples  throughout  England  and  Wales;  also  that 
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the  proportion  of  adulterated  samples  in  the  City  of  Bath  is  higher  than 
that  for  the  whole  country. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928 

The  number  and  nature  of  the  articles  examined  and  the  number 
of  each  variety  classed  as  adulterated  are  shown  below : 


Nature  of  Sample 

Informa 

Formal 

Genuine 

Adulter- 

ated 

Totals 

Almonds  (Ground) 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Baking  Powder 

2 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Butter 

2 

6 

7 

1 

8 

Cake 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Castor  Oil  .... 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Cheese 

3 

- 

1 

2 

3 

Cinnamon  (Ground)  .... 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Cocoa 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Coffee 

2 

1 

3 

- 

3 

Coffee  Extract 

2 

1 

3 

- 

3 

Condensed  Milk 

2 

5 

7 

- 

7 

Confectionery  (Sweets) 

4 

- 

4 

- 

4 

Cornflour  ... 

2 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Cream  (Raw) 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Cream  (Tinned) 

2 

2 

4 

- 

4 

Currie  Powder 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Egg  Powder 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Fish  Paste... 

3 

4 

7 

- 

7 

Glycerine  ... 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Golden  Syrup 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Grape  Fruit  Crush 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Gravy  Salt 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Iodine  (Tincture) 

2 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Jam 

1 

2 

3 

- 

3 

Lard 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Margarine  ... 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

Meat  Paste 

o 

(Continued  on 

next  page) 

2 

— 

2 
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Nature  of  Sample 

Milk,  New 
,,  Certified 
„ Grade  “A”  T.T. 
,,  Grade  “A” 

,,  Pasteurised 
Milk,  Skimmed 
Mincemeat 
Mint  Sauce 
Mixed  Fruit  (Dried) 
Mustard 

Nutmegs  (Ground) 
Peas  (Packet) 

Pepper 

Pickles  (Mustard) 

Polony 

Raisins 

Rice 

Sardines  ... 

Sauce 

Sausages  . . . 
Self-raising  Flour 
Shortening 
Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre 
Tea 

Tinned  Fruit 
Vinegar 
Whisky 
TOTALS  ... 


Informal 

Formal 

Genuine 

Adulter- 

ated 

Totals 

15 

74 

77 
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Average  analysis  of  all  milk  samples  taken  during  1935  ; 


No.  of 

% of 

% of 

% of 

Samples 

taken 

Fat 

Solids 
not  fat 

Total 

Solids 

First  Certified 

5 

3.88 

8.83 

12.71 

Quarter  Grade  ‘A’  TT 

4 

3.44 

8.94 

12.38 

Grade  ‘A' 

3 

3.77 

9.08 

12.85 

Pasteurised 

7 

3.46 

8.87 

12.33 

Ordinary 

27 

3.44 

8.80 

12.24 

Second  Certified 

6 

3.52 

9.36 

12.88 

Quarter  Grade ‘A’ TT 

0 

— 

— 



Grade  ‘A’ 

1 

3.60 

8.71 

12.31 

Pasteurised 

1 

3.60 

8.98 

12.58 

Ordinary 

2 

5.24- 

9.33 

14.57= 

Third  Certified 

15 

3.81 

9.21 

13.02 

Quarter  Grade  ‘A’  TT 

0 

— 

— 

— 

Grade  ‘A’ 

0 

— 





Pasteurised 

3 

3.90 

8.97 

12.87 

Ordinary 

29 

3.58 

8.89 

12.47 

Fourth  Certified 

4 

3.95 

9.33 

13.28 

Quarter  Grade  ‘A’  TT 

2 

3.15 

8.89 

1204 

Grade  'A’ 

1 

3.20 

8.88 

12.08 

Pasteurised 

0 

— 

— 



Ordinary 

30 

3.58 

8.79 

12.37 

Skimmed 

1 

2.20 

9.12 

11.32 

For  the  Certified 

30 

3.76 

9 25 

13.01 

whole  Grade  ‘A’  TT 

6 

3.29 

8.92 

12.21 

year  Grade  ‘A’ 

5 

3.60 

8.90 

12.50 

Pasteurised 

11 

3.57 

8.92 

12.49 

Ordinary 

88 

3.71 

8.89 

12.60 

Skimmed 

1 

2.20 

9.12 

11.32 

Jersey 

The  presumed  standard  for  milk  (not  being  sold  as  skimmed, 
separated  or  condensed  milk)  is  that  it  shall  not  contain  les5  than 
3 per  cent,  of  milk  fat  and  not  less  than  8.5  per  cent,  of  milk-solids 
other  than  milk  fat. 

It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  standard  of  milk  supplies  fn 
the  city  were  on  the  whole  very  satisfactory. 
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Cfeam.  One  sample  of  “Devonshire”  Cream  was  submitted  for 
analysis  and  was  reported  as  being  genuine.  The  percentage 
of  fat  contained  was  65.75. 

Four  samples  of  tinned  cream  were  submitted  for  analysis.  All 
were  reported  as  being  genuine  and  the  average  fat  content  was  24.04. 
(Highest  26.8  per  cent,  and  the  lowest  22.5  per  cent.). 

All  the  samples  complied  with  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives, 
etc.  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-1927,  and  the  tinned  creams  were 
certified  “ free  from  poisonous  metals  and  artificial  thickeners.” 

Buttei*.  Eight  samples  of  butter  were  analysed.  One  sample  was 
found  to  contain  excess  water  to  the  extent  of  3 per  cent,  but  all 
the  others  were  found  to  be  genuine  and  certified  free  from  excess  water, 
admixture  with  margarine  and  chemical  preservatives. 

Margarine.  The  standard  for  margarine  is  that  it  must  not  contain 
more  than  10  percent,  of  fat  derived  from  milk  (margarine 
being  made  either  from  animal  or  vegetable  fat)  and  must  not  contain 
more  than  16  per  cent,  of  moisture.  Every  package  in  transit  or  for  sale 
by  wholesale  or  retail  must  be  marked  with  the  word  “ Margarine  ” in 
letters  of  a prescribed  size  and  in  the  manner  laid  down  in  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928.  Frequent  inspections  were  made  to 
see  that  these  requirements  were  complied  with.  In  one  instance  an 
informal  sample  was  purchased  and  found  not  to  be  properly  marked. 
A formal  sample  was  then  purchased  and  this  also  was  found  not  to 
comply  with  the  Act-  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  the  vendor 
convicted. 

Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929.  There  are  no  premises  registered  in  the 

City  for  the  manufacture  of  artificial 
cream  and  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  by  analysis  no  artificial 
cream  entered  into  the  composition  of  any  of  the  samples  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst. 

Cheese.  A case  of  particular  interest  occurred  during  November. 

A firm  of  grocers  asked  for  an  opinion  upon  a consignment 
of  cheese  and  upon  examination  I suspected  metallic  contamination. 
Samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  and  in 
the  meantime  the  whole  of  the  consignment  wa?  withheld  from  sale, 
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The  analysis  shewed  that  in  addition  to  the  presence  of  Sulphide  of 
Iron,  Lead  Sulphide  amounting  to  .23  grain  per  lb.  was  also  present. 
Further  samples  were  taken  and  again  the  Public  Analyst  reported 
that  Lead  was  present  and  that  the  cheese  should  not  be  used  for 
food.  The  consignment  (over  10  cwts.)  was  subsequently  destroyed 
at  the  City’s  Refuse  Destructor. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Extensive  improvements  were  carried  out  to  several  cowsheds 
during  the  year.  261  inspections  of  registered  dairies  and  milkshops 
were  made  to  ensure  that  the  arrangements  for  the  treatment,  storage 
and  distribution  of  milk  were  satisfactory.  Four  cases  were  observed 
of  milk  being  filled  into  bottles  other  than  on  licensed  premises.  The 
offenders  were  cautioned  and  in  no  case  has  any  of  the  offenders  been 
discovered  repeating  the  offence.  Attention  was  given  to  the  distribution 
of  milk  in  unsuitable  receptacles  and  a steady  improvement  resulted 
in  this  direction. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1923. 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLING. 

Certified  Milk.  At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  30  samples 
of  “Certified”  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst.  Two  samples  did  not  comply  with  the  prescribed  standard, 
i.e.,  30,000  bacteria  per  c.c.  and  no  B.  coli  in  one-tenth  of  a c.c. ; in 
one  case  the  bacterial  count  was  66,000  and  in  the  other  instance  B.  coli 
was  present  in  0.1  c.c.  On  the  whole  the  30  samples  were  very  satis- 
factory, the  average  number  of  bacteria  being  4,059  (highest  66,000 
and  the  lowest  90). 

There  was  only  one  certified  farm  in  Bath  during  the  year  and 
the  enterprise  of  the  proprietors  in  producing  this  highest  grade  of  milk 
is  to  be  commended. 

Grade  “ A ” T.T.  The  bacterial  standard  for  this  milk  is  that  a 

sample  shall  not  contain  more  than  200.000 
bacteria  per  c.c.  and  no  B.  coli  in  l/lOOth  c.c.  Seven  samples  were 
examined.  Five  samples  passed  the  test,  one  contained  1,500,000 
bacteria,  and  the  other  showed  the  presence  of  B.  coli  in  l/lOOth  c.c. 
The  average  number  of  bacteria  in  the  six  samples  which  passed  the 
bacterial  test  was  24,653  (highest  90,000  and  the  lowest  1620). 
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Grade  “ A.”  The  standard  for  this  grade  of  milk  is  the  same  as  that 
for  Grade  " A ” T.T.  Five  samples  were  examined  and 
all  passed  the  test,  the  average  number  of  bacteria  being  33,000. 

Pasteurised.  A sample  of  this  grade  of  milk  must  not  contain  more 
than  100,000  bacteria  per  c.c.  Eleven  samples  were 
examined,  four  of  which  were  found  to  contain  an  excessive  number 
of  bacteria  (the  average  for  these  being  334,750).  There  is  no  standard 
for  B.  coli  in  Pasteurised  milk  but  it  is  of  interest  to  know  that  eight 
of  the  samples  examined  shewed  the  presence  of  B.  coli. 

Grade  “ A ” (Pasteurised).  The  standard  for  this  grade  of  milk  is 

the  same  as  that  for  “ Certified  ” but  no 
milk  of  this  grade  is  sold  in  Bath,  and  consequently  no  samples  were 
examined. 

Ordinary  Milk.  Five  samples  of  ordinary  milk  were  examined 

bacteriologically  and  all  except  one  were  found  to 
be  free  from  B coli  in  one-tenth  of  a c.c.  The  number  of  bacteria 
in  one  of  the  samples  was  1,160,000  but  the  average  number  in  the 
other  four  samples  was  only  94,500. 

Where  samples  of  Certified  milk  fail  to  pass  the  test  the  particulars 
are  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  who  take  the  matter  up  with  the 
producers,  but  where  any  of  the  other  grades  of  milk  are  found  to  be 
below  standard  the  necessary  action  was  taken  by  our  Department. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS, 

1923  and  1927. 

Two  " full-cream  sweetened  ” and  five  “ machine-skimmed 
unsweetened  ” condensed  milks  were  analysed  and  all  were  found  to 
be  genuine.  The  tins  were  correctly  labelled  and  contained  the  required 
statement  as  to  the  equivalent  quantity  of  milk.  The  “ full-cream  ” 
contained  the  requisite  9 per  cent,  of  fat  and  31  per  cent,  of  milk  solids. 
The  " machine-skimmed  ” contained  the  prescribed  amount  of  milk 
solids.,  f.e.,  21  per  cent.  All  the  samples  were  free  from  excess  acidity, 
poisonous  metals  and  chemical  preservatives. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK)  REGUL.^TIONS, 

1923  and  1927. 

The  quantity  of  this  form  of  milk  sold  in  the  City  is  very  small 
and  no  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  Attention  was  given 
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however  to  the  labelling  requirements  but  no  contraventions  were 
observed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  etc.,  IN  FOOD), 
REGULATIONS,  1925-27. 

The  following  29  articles  to  which  preservatives  are  allowed 
to  be  added  under  the  Regulations  were  examined  during  the  year: — 
Coffee  Extract  3,  Cordial  1,  Dried  Fruit  1,  Jam  3,  Mincemeat  1,  Pickles 
1,  Polony  1,  Potted  Fish  Paste  7,  Potted  Meat  Paste  2,  Raisins 
Sausages  5,  Syrup  1,  Tinned  Fruit  1,  Tomato  Sauce  1. 

One  sample  of  Blackcurrant  Jam  was  found  to  contain  55  parts 
per  million  of  Sulphur  Dioxide,  the  permitted  amount  being  40  p.p.m. 
The  vendor  was  cautioned  and  a subsequent  sample  was  found  to 
comply  with  the  Regulations. 

WATER  ANALYSIS. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  Chemical  and 
Bacteriological  examination,  three  samples  of  spring  water  and  the  other 
from  a well.  In  two  cases,  one  from  a spring  and  one  from  a well,  the 
samples  were  reported  as  being  unsafe  for  domestic  or  farm  use.  The 
conditions  giving  rise  to  the  pollution  were  discovered  and  remedied. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

Observations  were  made  from  time  to  time  to  see  that  the  Act 
was  complied  with.  Several  contraventions  were  observed,  particularly 
in  respect  of  traders  omitting  to  affix  the  proper  labels  to  apples  and 
tomatoes.  Offenders  were  given  verbal  warning  immediately  and  a 
letter  setting  out  the  requirements  of  the  order  in  respect  of  these  articles 
was  sent  to  the  proprietor  of  the  shop  the  following  day. 

H.M.  Inspector  visited  the  City  in  November  and  was  satisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  Act  was  being  administered. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (GRADING  AND  MARKING) 

ACT,  1928. 

No  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  observed.  An  egg-grading 
station  was  opened  during  the  year  and  carried  on  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  One  large  cold-store  is  licensed  for  the  storage  of  eggs  but 
was  not  used  for  that  purpose  during  1935.  H.M.  Inspector  visited  the 
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City  during  the  year  and  after  visiting  a few  premises,  and  discussing 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  with  me,  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  Act  was  being  administered. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  19  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City,  16  of  which 
are  Registered  and  the  other  three  Licensed.  One  of  the  Registered 
Slaughterhouses  is  only  used  at  infrequent  intervals,  and  two  of  the 
Licensed  Slaughterhouses  have  not  been  used  for  slaughtering  for 
several  years. 

Some  of  the  private  slaughterhouses  are  of  good  construction  and 
kept  in  a satisfactory  condition,  while  others  are  less  satisfactory  and 
well  below  the  standard  to  which  a modern  slaughterhouse  establishment 


should  attain. 

No.  of  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City  ...  ...  19 

,,  in  regular  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  of  visits  made  during  the  year  ...  ...  2501 

,,  ,,  notices  to  limewash,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  25 


))  ,,  ,)  M remedy  defects,  or  abate  nuisances  ...  43 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

There  are  49  slaughtermen  holding  licences  granted  by  the 
Corporation.  45  are  resident  within  the  City  and  4 in  outside  districts. 
Two  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

Several  contraventions  were  detected  during  the  year  and  appro- 
priate action  taken.  The  chief  offences  were  as  follows  ; — 

Failure  to  give  notice  of  intention  to  slaughter  ...  6 

Removal  of  meat  from  slaughterhouse  before 

inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Transport  of  meat  not  properly  protected 

against  contamination  ...  ...  ...  3 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  butchers  are  permitted  to  slaughter  until 
7.0  p.m.  and  to  remove  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse  from  7.0  a.m.  the 
Inspectors  devoted  a considerable  amount  of  time,  outside  of  ordinary 
office  hours,  to  the  duties  required  under  the  Regulations,  while  many 
inspections  had  to  be  made  on  Sundays.  The  following  figures  will 
illustrate  the  magnitude  of  the  duties  ; — 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  : — 

Beasts  2640,  Pigs  21,622,  Sheep  11,378,  Calves  12,010.  Total  47,650- 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Particulars  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  during  1935  : — 

MEAT  CONDEMNED. 


Beasts. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Calves. 

Total 

Carcase  and  Organs 

12 

4 

15 

2 

33 

Part  Carcases 

18 

2 

21 

3 

44 

Heads 

2 

7 

324 

- 

333 

Lungs 

35 

14 

420 

2 

471 

Livers 

67 

49 

426 

2 

544 

Hearts 

4 

12 

397 

1 

414 

Kidneys 

4 

— 

6 

2 

12 

Offal 

7 

— 

272 

— 

279 

CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION 

AND  WEIGHT. 

Beasts. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Calves. 

Total. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

8048 

— 

13,473 

98  21,619 

Parasitical  Infection 

228 

87 

433 

— • 

748 

Abscesses 

222 

— 

27 

11 

260 

Inflammatory  conditions 

103 

24 

2125 

98 

2350 

Cirrhosis 

151 

14 

114 

— 

279 

Distomatosis 

120 

2 

— 

— 

122 

Pyaemia 

644 

— 

’ — 

• — 

644 

Dropsy  and  Emaciation 

1730 

— 

405 

— 

2135 

Bruising  and  Fractures 

480 

6 

48 

25 

559 

Unsoundness 

323 

12 

158 

— 

493 

Bone  taint 

286 

— 

— 

— 

286 

Necrosis 

— 

— 

51 

— 

51 

Odour 

— 

98 

— 

— 

98 

Totals  ... 

12,335 

243 

16,834 

232  29,644  lbs 

Total  weight  of  Meat  condenined  . 

..  13  Tons. 

4 Cwts. 

2Qrs. 

201bs 
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OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED. 

Tons.  Cwts 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Frozen  Sheep’s  Kidneys 

. . . 

1 

6 

Ox 

m 

Tinned  Lambs’  Livers 

1 

16 

Corned  Beef 

18f 

Pork  Bones 

1 

0 

0 

Frozen  Rabbits 

4 

1 

24 

Cheese 

10 

2 

n 

Wet  Fish 

2 

1 

26 

Eggs 

14 

Fresh  Fruit 

1 

0 

0 

Total  weight  of  other  Foods 
condemned : — 

1 Ton.  0 Cwts. 

2 Qrs. 

22J  lbs 

Total  Weight  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  Condemned  : 

14  Tons.  5 Cwts.  1 Qr,  14|  Lbs. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Fortunately  the  City  does  not  possess  any  of  those  trades  which 
give  rise  to  offensive  odours  over  a wide  area.  There  is  only  one  Gut- 
scraping premises  and  this  is  seldom  used.  The  storage  of  bones 
became  offensive  in  two  localities  and  appropriate  action  was  taken 
with  satisfactory  results.  An  application  was  made  by  a firm  for 
permission  to  arrange  for  the  collection  of  blood  from  slaughterhouses 
in  the  City,  but  following  certain  enquiries  the  matter  was  dropped. 
Fish-frying  establishments,  of  which  there  are  now  33  on  the  Register, 
and  Marine  Stores  were  kept  under  observation  and  no  serious  offences 
were  observed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SMOKE  ABATEMENT)  ACT,  1926. 

A number  of  chimneys  gave  rise  to  excessive  emissions  of  smoke 
and  on  numerous  occasions  the  steam  plants  were  visited  and  interviews 
held  with  the  Managers  or  Stokers.  With  very  few  exceptions,  these 
nuisances  were  avoidable,  had  the  stokers  adopted  proper  methods  of 
firing,  and  boiler  control.  It  is  too  much  to  expect  the  total  abolition 
of  smoke  nuisances  while  so  many  steam  plants  continue  to  be  hand- 
fired,  or  plants  are  worked  beyond  their  economical  limit.  I look  forward 
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to  the  time  when  more  satisfactory  measures  will  be  available  for  dealing 
with  this  form  of  atmospheric  pollution.  During  the  year  85  obser- 
vations were  carried  out  and  5 notices  were  served  calling  for  the 
abatement  of  the  nuisances. 

Twenty-six  smoke  nuisances  from  the  chimneys  of  private 
dwelling-houses  were  dealt  with.  A number  of  complaints  were  received 
in  respect  of  smoke  arising  from  the  burning  of  garden  refuse  and  while 
such  nuisances  do  not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  Public  Health 
(Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  investigations  were  made  and  advice  given  as 
to  means  of  preventing  or  minimising  the  nuisances. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Fourteen  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
with  respect  to  sanitary  conditions  : — 9 in  factories  and  6 in  workshops. 
Action  was  taken  in  each  instance  and  the  defects  remedied.  Nine 
notices  of  occupation  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories, 
and  notification  in  respect  of  6 Outworkers  were  received  from  employers. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified  as  occurring  in  the 
home  of  any  outworker  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES 


Premises 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  (including  Workshop 
Laundries) 

Workplaces  (Other  than  Outworkers’ 
premises) 


Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 

Occupiers 

notices 

prosecuted 

55 

11 

- 

102 

27 

- 

54 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2U 

49 

Nil 

Total 
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2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES 

Number  of  defects  Referred 
Particulars  Found  Remedied  to  H.M. 

Inspector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 


Want  of  Cleanliness... 

25 

25 

- 

Want  of  ventilation 

4 

4 

- 

Overcrowding 

... 

- 

- 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

9 

9 

— 

Other  nuisances... 

17 

17 



Sanitary  accommodation  : — 
Insufficient 

4 

4 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

19 

19 

- 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

I 

1 

- 

Total  79 

79 



Number  of  offences  in  respect  of  which  Prosecutions  were 

instituted  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

The  existence  of  so  many  derelict  buildings,  disused  and 
unknown  sewers,  open  pavement  gratings,  and  drains  discharging  into 
the  River  Avon,  are  obstacles  in  the  way  of  effective  rat  repression. 

These  matters  were  considered  when  the  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  visited  the  City  in  December 
and  he  appreciated  the  difficulties  enumerated  above. 

Occupiers  of  premises  should  pay  more  attention  to  the  rat- 
proofing of  their  premises,  as  no  matter  what  other  steps  are  taken  to 
deal  with  the  infestation,  a further  infestation  is  likely  to  occur  if 
means  of  ingress  to  the  premises  remain. 

Owing  to  the  possible  danger  from  the  use  of  Phosphorus  Baits, 
more  use  has  been  made  of  Red  Squill.  (Arrangements  are  now  being 
made  for  the  baiting  of  sewers  with  Barium  Carbonate  in  various 
forms). 
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No.  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  103 

,,  ,,  visits  in  connection  therewith  ...  ...  756 

,,  ,,  sewer  defects  remedied  ...  ...  33 

,,  ,,  defective  sewer  connections  remedied  ...  56 

,,  ,,  poison  baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  1230 

,,  ,,  ,,  taken  ...  ...  ...  1116 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS.  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  flock  manufacturers  in  the  City  and  there  appears 
to  be  very  little  of  this  material  used  by  furniture  manufacturers  in 
Bath.  One  sample  of  rag  flock  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
during  the  year  and  was  reported  as  being  genuine  clean  flock. 
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Rainfall.  Temperatures. 


BIRTHS,  DEATHS  UNDER  1 YEAR,  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY, 

1935. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Births 

384 

389 

773 

361 

369 

730 

23 

20 

43 

Deaths  (under  one  year)  ... 

14 

12 

26 

14 

12 

26 

— 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality 

36 

31 

34 

39 

33 

36 

— 

— 

— 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

■At  Home  | At  Hosp. 

13 

5 1 8 

13 

— 

— 

— 

SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

Taken  at  9 a.m.  G.M.T.,  at  Henrietta  Park. 


1935 

' Jan . 

iFeb. 

Mar 

! Apl 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Year. 

Mean 

42- 1 

44'2 

44V 

480 

5L4 

600 

64'6 

626 

581 

506 

44-7 

394 

509 

do.  Average  30  yrs 

41T 

j40’7 

43  2 

' 46’8 

53  4 

57'3 

61  '3 

604 

56-5 

507 

43-5 

4P6 

49-7 

Highest  ... 

553 

* 56  9 

63'9 

62'6 

74-1 

84 '6 

87  9 

836 

700 

630 

60- 1 

52-6 

87-9 

Date 

9 

7 

20 

23 

6 

23 

13 

8 

21 

16 

3 

31 

Lowest 

28'8 

2L6 

27-3 

295 

296 

395 

h6'5 

407 

36  3 

28-2 

262 

190 

190 

Date 

11 

9 

9 

5 

17 

9 

30 

29 

26 

21 

25 

24 

Humidity... 

82 

80 

82 

73 

69 

75 

70 

74 

80 

84 

89 

88 

79 

Total  in  inches  ... 

086 

252 

092 

505 

L74 

4.73 

1-47 

P57 

5.25 

4-94 

670 

3-97 

39-72 

No.  Wet  Days 

9 

18 

9 

18 

13 

21 

4 

9 

23 

20 

24 

17 

185 

Mean  of  65  yrs.  .. 

2’87 

230 

219 

208 

200 

2 10 

2'57 

295 

2-56 

328 

2-83 

3-31 

31C4 

do.  Wet  Days  ... 

15 

14  1 

14 

13 

12 

11 

13 

14 

13 

16 

15 

17 

167 

Sunshine,  hours ... 

550 

73'3| 

1309 

1371 

1777 

200  2 

256.1 

1928 

134-7 

86-7 

68-3  , 

530 

1565  8 

Do.  Meanof30vrs. 

49'8 

72'3j 

114-1 

1549 

19P9 

200-9!l98'2 

179-8 

147-7 

101-3 

64-2 

1 

4P4 

15166 

